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After discovering a 
sailor was infected, 
the Navy crowded 
dozens into room 


By Robert Faturechi, 
Megan Rose 

and T. Christian Miller 


It wasn’t a surprise when the 
U.S. Navy announced Sunday 
that the fast-spreading corona- 
virus had made its way on board 
one of its ships, infecting a sailor 
on the USS Boxer, docked in San 
Diego. 

But what happened next raises 
questions about how the Navy 
will respond to the virus within 
the tight quarters of its seabound 
vessels. 

On Monday morning, in re¬ 
sponse to the discovery of the 
infected sailor, the amphibious 
assault ship’s leaders ordered 
dozens of senior enlisted sailors 
and officers into a cramped room 
on the ship to brief them on the 
crisis and proper social distanc¬ 
ing, according to a sailor who at¬ 
tended the meeting. 

SEE BOXER ON PAGE 6 


Trump invokes provision to marshal private sector against pandemic 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Managing dual health 
and economic crises, President Donald 
Trump announced Wednesday that he will 
invoke a federal provision that allows the gov¬ 
ernment to marshal the private sector in re¬ 
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Trump, now describing himself as a “war¬ 


time president,” said he would sign the De¬ 
fense Production Act “in case we need it” as 
the government bolsters resources for an ex¬ 
pected surge in cases of the virus. 

Trump also said he will expand the nation’s 
testing capacity and deploy a Navy hospital 
ship to New York City, which is rapidly be¬ 
coming the epicenter of a pandemic that has 


rattled the U.S. economy and rewritten the 
rules of American society. A second ship will 
be deployed to the West Coast. 

The president also said the Housing and 
Urban Development Department will sus¬ 
pend foreclosures and evictions through 
April as a growing number of Americans face 
SEE RESCUE ON PAGE 10 


■ Worldwide 
virus infections 
hit 200,000 

■ Financial relief 
for quarantined 
troops available 

More on pages 5-11 
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CGI pioneers win tech's Turing Award 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated. Press 

The technology that animated 
movies like “Toy Story” and en¬ 
abled a variety of special effects 
is the focus of this year’s Turing 
Award, the technology industry’s 
version of the Nobel Prize. 

Patrick Hanrahan and Edwin 
Catmull won the prize for their 
contributions to 3D computer 
graphics used in movies and 
video games. 


Edwin Catmull was hired by 
legendary filmmaker George 
Lucas to head the computer- 
technology division that became 
Pixar when Apple founder Steve 
Jobs bought it. Patrick Hanrahan 
was one of Catmull’s early hires 
at Pixar, now part of Disney. 

Together, the two worked on 
techniques that made graphics 
in movies like “Toy Story” look 
more lifelike, even though Han¬ 
rahan left Pixar years before the 
studio released that film. Catmull 


is the former president of Pixar 
and worked there for more than 
three decades. 

“What makes skin look like 
skin? What makes a tree look like 
a tree?” Hanrahan said. “You 
have to understand the structure 
of material and how light interacts 
with it. Only then is it possible to 
translate that understanding of 
how the physics of curved sur¬ 
faces ... works with light into the 
100,000-plus frames that make 
up a movie.” 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 19).$1.1263 

Dollar buys (March 19).€0.8879 

British pound (March 19).$1.22 

Japanese yen (March 19).104.00 

South Korean won (March 19).1,205.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3776 

British pound.$1.1791 

Canada (Dollar).1.4433 

China (Yuan). 7.0398 

Denmark (Krone).6.8509 

Egypt (Pound).15.7894 

Euro.$1.0908/0.9167 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7676 

Hungary (Forint).322.27 

Israel (Shekel).3.8249 

Japan (Yen).107.94 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3105 

Norway (Krone).10.7325 

Philippines (Peso).51.71 

Poland (Zloty).4.13 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7536 

Singapore (Dollar).1.4424 

South Korea (Won).1,258.21 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9664 

Thailand (Baht).32.44 

Turkey (Lira).6.4637 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.3.25 

Discount rate.0.75 

Federal funds market rate.1.09 

3-month bill.0.19 

30-year bond.1.58 
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Fort Hood soldier 
found shot dead at 
Texas apartment 



Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 

Navy pallbearers carry the casket of Seaman 2nd Class Hubert R Hall at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific, Hawaii, on Monday. 

USS Oklahoma sailor laid 
to rest with full honors 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
CEMETERY OF THE PACIFIC, 
Hawaii — A 20-year-old sailor 
who died Dec. 7,1941, during the 
attack on the USS Oklahoma and 
then lay a half-century in a grave 
for unknown dead was buried 
with full military honors Tuesday 
in Hawaii. 

Seaman 2nd Class Hubert P. 
Hall was laid to rest in the Nation¬ 
al Memorial Cemetery of the Pa¬ 
cific, or Punchbowl, in Honolulu 
under overcast skies and steady 
rain. A Navy honor guard fired a 
rifle salute, followed by the som¬ 
ber sound of taps. 

His remains had once been 
among the estimated 388 individ¬ 
uals buried in 46 graves of the un¬ 
known at Punchbowl — all taken 
from the Oklahoma after it was 
destroyed and sunk by Japanese 
torpedo bombers during the sur¬ 
prise attack on Battleship Row 
in Pearl Harbor. They were too 
badly burned, scarred or decom¬ 


posed to be identified. 

Hall’s marked grave is near the 
previous sites of those unknown 
plots, which were disinterred over 
the past decade for DNA identifi¬ 
cation work by the Defense POW/ 
MIA Accounting Agency. 

Scientists from DPAA and 
the Armed Forces Medical Ex¬ 
aminer System completed the 
identification using dental and 
anthropological analysis, mito¬ 
chondrial DNA analysis and cir¬ 
cumstantial evidence, DPAA said 
in a statement. 

DPAA identified Hall’s re¬ 
mains in August. He was a na¬ 
tive of Floyd County, Ky., and had 
been assigned to the Oklahoma 
only days before the attack. 

A total of 429 crewmen who had 
been aboard the Oklahoma — 415 
sailors and 14 Marines — were 
missing after the attack and were 
presumed to have been killed in 
action. 

The ship was placed in dry 
dock, but it was scrapped as too 
far gone for repair. 

With the end of World War II 


in 1945, the Army’s American 
Graves Registration Service dis¬ 
interred the unidentified Okla¬ 
homa remains from two local 
Oahu cemeteries. They were 
transferred to the Central Iden¬ 
tification Laboratory at Schofield 
Barracks, Oahu. 

That lab identified 32 sailors 
and three Marines, but the sci¬ 
ence of DNA identification did 
not exist. No more identifications 
could be made. 

In 1950, the Oklahoma re¬ 
mains were placed in 62 caskets 
and buried in the 46 plots at the 
Punchbowl. 

Through research in the early 
2000s, Pearl Harbor attack vet¬ 
eran Ray Emory found records 
he believed could lead to the im¬ 
mediate identification of certain 
remains if disinterred. It was his 
urging of federal officials to ex¬ 
hume the unknown graves that 
led to the Oklahoma accounting 
effort still underway. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — A Fort Hood 
soldier was among three victims 
found dead with gunshot wounds 
Saturday at a Texas apartment 
complex, according to Army of¬ 
ficials at the base. 

Spc. Freddy Beningo Delacruz 
Jr., 23, was one of three dead 
people discov¬ 
ered at about 
1:40 a.m. in 
a unit of the 
Summerlyn 
Apartments 
in Killeen by 
local police 
officers who 
were respond¬ 
ing to a call 
about a water 
leak, accord¬ 
ing to the 
Killeen Po¬ 
lice Department. The other vic¬ 
tims were a man and a woman, 
who were identified Tuesday as 
Shaquan Markell Allred, 23, and 
Asia Cline, 22. 

Police said that officers were 
initially sent to the area at about 
1 a.m. to investigate a call that 
gunshots were heard, but were 
unable to locate the source. 
About 40 minutes later, police re¬ 
turned to the area for a call about 
water leaking from one apart¬ 
ment into another at Summerlyn 
Apartments. 

That investigation found the 
apartment unlocked and officers 
unable to contact the tenant. Po¬ 
lice entered the apartment and 
found the three dead bodies. 

Information about the water 
leak was not released. 

Army Criminal Investigation 
Command is investigating the 


deaths with Killeen police, ac¬ 
cording to the news release from 
Fort Hood. 

Delacruz of Vidalia, Ga., en¬ 
tered the Army in November 
2017 as a cavalry scout and was 
assigned to Fort Hood’s 1st Ar¬ 
mored Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Cavalry Division since April 2018, 
according to the base release. 

“Spc. Freddy Delacruz was 
an outstanding trooper,” Lt. Col. 
Steven E. Jackowski, commander 
of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Armored Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, said 
in a statement. “Each of us in the 
battalion are grateful for having 
known him and we collectively 
grieve his loss. I would like to 
send my deepest, heartfelt condo¬ 
lences to his family, friends and 
loved ones during this difficult 
time.” 

Delacruz’s awards and deco¬ 
rations include the Global War 
on Terrorism Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal and the 
Army Service Ribbon. 

Earlier this month, another 
Fort Hood soldier was killed in 
Killeen, the city located just be¬ 
yond Fort Hood’s gates. 

Spc. Shelby Tyler Jones, 20, 
was found dead with a gunshot 
wound outside of a convenience 
store, but police believe that he 
was shot at a nearby strip club. 

No arrests have been made re¬ 
garding Jones’ death, according 
to Ofelia Miramontez, spokes¬ 
woman for the Killeen Police 
Department. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Pentagon asks to reconsider part of JEDI cloud decision 


By Aaron Gregg 

The Washington Post 

The Pentagon has asked a fed¬ 
eral court to give it 120 days to 
“reconsider certain aspects” of 
a controversial decision to award 
an important cloud computing 
contract known as JEDI to Mi¬ 
crosoft, according to a court doc¬ 
ument made public Thursday. 

Amazon is suing the Defense 
Department over the decision, 
which it claims fell in Micro¬ 
soft’s favor because of improper 
meddling by President Donald 
Trump. The decision comes just 
days after U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims judge Patricia Campbell- 
Smith sided with Amazon on a 
motion to halt contract perfor¬ 
mance. (Amazon founder and 


chief executive Jeff Bezos owns 
The Washington Post.) 

The Joint Enterprise Defense 
Infrastructure contract, known 
as JEDI, is meant to create a 
powerful centralized comput¬ 
ing system through which mili¬ 
tary agencies can harness data 
centers and technology from a 
commercial tech company. The 
Pentagon awarded it to Microsoft 
in late October, spurning a bid 
from Amazon’s market-leading 
cloud computing division. 

The Defense Department said 
in the filing revealed Thursday 
that it “wishes to reconsider” one 
aspect of how it compared prices 
for the two competitors, which 
Campbell-Smith concluded had 
been a mistake. It also asked to 
reconsider its approach to online 


marketplaces that Defense agen¬ 
cies can use to select cloud-based 
applications. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman said 
that the evaluation process was 
“fair and unbiased” based on the 
contract’s stated criteria. 

“While we disagree with the 
Court’s decision, we must address 
the findings in the Court’s Order 
with the intent of ensuring our 
warfighters will get this urgent 
and critically needed technology 
as quickly and efficiently as pos¬ 
sible,” said Rachel VanJohnson, a 
spokeswoman with the Pentagon’s 
cloud computing program office. 
“As such, the Department deter¬ 
mined that the best and most effi¬ 
cient path forward is to conduct a 
re-evaluation of the proposals in 
order to address the Court’s noted 


concerns.” 

Attorneys representing Ama¬ 
zon opposed the motion. An Ama¬ 
zon spokesman called the ruling 
“flawed” and said that “correc¬ 
tive action” is needed. 

“We are pleased that the DoD 
has acknowledged ‘substantial 
and legitimate’ issues that af¬ 
fected the JEDI award decision, 
and that corrective action is nec¬ 
essary,” Amazon Web Services 
spokesman Drew Herdener said 
in a statement. “We look forward 
to complete, fair and effective 
corrective action that fully insu¬ 
lates the re-evaluation from po¬ 
litical influence and corrects the 
many issues affecting the initial 
flawed award.” 

Microsoft vice president for 
communications Frank Shaw 


said that the Defense Department 
should not change its approach at 
this point. 

“We believe the Department of 
Defense made the correct deci¬ 
sion when they awarded the con¬ 
tract,” Shaw wrote in an emailed 
statement. “However, we sup¬ 
port their decision to reconsider 
a small number of factors as it is 
likely the fastest way to resolve 
all issues and quickly provide 
the needed modern technology to 
people across our armed forces. 
Throughout this process, we’ve 
focused on listening to the needs 
of the DoD, delivering the best 
product and making sure noth¬ 
ing we did delayed the procure¬ 
ment process. We are not going to 
change this approach now.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Rockets hit Green Zone in latest attack 


Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — At least three 
rockets struck Baghdad’s forti¬ 
fied Green Zone near the Ameri¬ 
can Embassy late Tuesday in the 
fourth such attack in the span of 
a week. 

The attack occurred a day after 
an attack on a training base south 
of Baghdad where U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion troops and NATO trainers 
were present, Iraqi security offi¬ 
cials said. 

At least three rockets struck 
the Green Zone, the seat of Iraq’s 


government and home to several 
foreign embassies, two Iraqi se¬ 
curity officials said. Col. Myles 
Caggins, spokesman for the coali¬ 
tion, said the rockets fell at least 
1.2 miles from the embassy. 

There were no immediate re¬ 
ports of casualties. 

The previous evening, rockets 
hit the Basmaya base near the 
Iraqi capital, an Iraqi army state¬ 
ment said. The projectiles landed 
in an area that includes agricul¬ 
tural land and a factory, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. No more 
details were provided. 


A Spanish contingent of the 
coalition and NATO trainers are 
present at the Basmaya site. There 
was no immediate confirmation 
of the attack from the coalition 
and no militant group claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the assault. 

Last Wednesday, a barrage of 
over two dozen rockets struck 
Camp Tqji, north of Baghdad, 
killing three coalition service¬ 
men, including two Americans. 
A British serviceman was also 
killed. It was the deadliest to 
target U.S. troops in Iraq since a 
late December rocket attack on 


an Iraqi base, which killed a U.S. 
contractor and set in motion a se¬ 
ries of attacks that brought Iraq 
to the brink of war. 

The March 11 barrage was 
followed by another attack, on 
Saturday at the same site, which 
wounded five soldiers — three 
coalition members and two Iraqi 
soldiers. 

The first attack prompted 
American airstrikes Friday 
against what U.S. officials said 
were mainly weapons facilities 
belonging to Kataeb Hezbollah, 
the Iran-backed militia group 


believed to be responsible for the 
attack. 

However, Iraq’s military said 
those airstrikes killed five securi¬ 
ty force members and a civilian, 
while wounding five fighters from 
the Popular Mobilization Forces, 
an umbrella organization includ¬ 
ing an array of militias, including 
some Iran-backed groups. 

Iran-backed Shiite militia 
groups vowed to exact revenge, 
signalling another cycle of tit-for- 
tat violence between Washington 
and Tehran that could play out in 
Iraq. 


Pakistan fears Afghan 
peace failure could 
bring violence its way 



Andrew Garcia/U.S. Army 


U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Vincent Barker, Combined Joint Task Force—Operation Inherent Resolve director 
of sustainment, speaks with Brig. Gen. Ali Abdalwahid Jassim at al-Qaim Base, Iraq, on Tuesday, the day 
the base was turned over to the 8th Iraqi Army. 

US reduces footprint in Iraq 
with transfer of al-Qaim base 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. transfer of an outpost 
near Iraq’s western border with 
Syria to Iraqi security forces 
Tuesday marked the official start 
of a long-planned consolidation 
of coalition troops in the waning 
battle against Islamic State. 

Although U.S. officials had been 
discussing a withdrawal from 
some Iraqi bases since before 
Christmas, the handover of the al- 
Qaim base and about $900,000 of 
equipment came after a series of 
bloody attacks highlighted a con¬ 
tinued threat from Iranian prox¬ 
ies targeting coalition forces. 

Coalition forces first moved 
into the base, near a critical bor¬ 
der crossing ISIS used to transfer 
weapons, fighters and supplies, 
about two months after Iraqi forc¬ 
es routed militants from the area 
in November 2017. 

U.S. and French artillery there, 
along with coalition airstrikes and 
special operations forces, helped 
oust ISIS from the Syrian town of 
Baghouz, the last stronghold of its 
“caliphate,” last March. 

“A1 Qaim served as a criti¬ 
cal location in the fight against 
Daesh,” said Brig. Gen. Vincent 
Barker, director of sustainment 


for the coalition, using an Arabic 
acronym for ISIS. “First, as the 
Iraqi Security Forces liberated 
the A1 Qaim region from an evil 
presence, and later as a valuable 
base during the Battle for Bag¬ 
houz, the last physical territory 
held by ISIS. 

“Today’s transfer is possible 
thanks to the efforts and success¬ 
es of our ISF partners,” he said. 

Troops will withdraw in the 
coming days after completing 
equipment transfers, the coali¬ 
tion said in a statement Tues¬ 
day. It had also announced plans 
to withdraw coalition troops 
from the K1 base in Kirkuk and 
Qayara West Airfield, south of 
Mosul, as it relocates troops and 
equipment to several other Iraqi 
bases throughout 2020. 

The news came after a pair of 
rocket strikes last week on Camp 
Taji, north of Baghdad, that book- 
ended deadly U.S. airstrikes on 
what the Pentagon said were 
weapons storage facilities used 
by the Iran-backed Kataeb Hez¬ 
bollah militia. 

The first strike at Taji killed 
two Americans — a soldier and 
an airman — and a British army 
combat medic, wounding 14 other 
coalition troops. The second 
wounded three coalition troops 


and two Iraqis. 

Similar barrages hit both the 
Qayara base, known as Q-West, 
and K1 last year. The killing of an 
American contractor and wound¬ 
ing of American troops in the K1 
attack sparked U.S. airstrikes on 
Kataeb Hezbollah positions and 
further back-and-forth escala¬ 
tions, including a U.S. drone strike 
that killed a top Iranian general 
and a retaliatory Iranian ballistic 
missile strike on al Asad Air Base 
in Iraq’s Anbar province. 

But U.S. officials at Qayara 
openly discussed that base’s im¬ 
pending closure days before the 
fatal strike on Kl, though details 
had yet to be worked out. 

Lt. Col. Stephen Thibodeau, 
head of the 25th Infantry Divi¬ 
sion’s 2nd Battalion, 8th Field 
Artillery Regiment and base com¬ 
mander at Q-West, was optimistic 
about the Iraqis’ improving intel¬ 
ligence and combat support abili¬ 
ties that would allow for a smaller 
U.S. footprint in Iraq, he said at 
the time. 

The situation opened up “a huge 
opportunity to get smaller while 
getting better,” said Thibodeau, 
whose unit also had troops de¬ 
ployed to al-Qaim. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


By Pamela Constable 

The Washington Post 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — For 
years, Pakistan has been accused 
of playing a double game in Af¬ 
ghanistan — harboring suicide 
bombers, hosting Taliban insur¬ 
gents and seeking to destabilize its 
poorer neighbor while paying lip 
service to efforts to settle the Af¬ 
ghan War through negotiations. 

But when U.S. and Taliban of¬ 
ficials signed an agreement in 
Qatar on Feb. 29, paving the way 
for the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
and power-sharing talks between 
Taliban and Afghan leaders, Pak¬ 
istan hailed the breakthrough. 
It also hoped to take some of the 
credit, having freed a jailed Tal¬ 
iban leader who then became the 
group’s chief negotiator. 

Instead, the deal quickly hit 
several snags, including a bitter 
struggle among Afghan political 
rivals and a Taliban dispute with 
President Ashraf Ghani over the 
promised release of thousands of 
insurgent prisoners. Taliban at¬ 
tacks resumed after a brief par¬ 
tial truce, and the follow-up talks 
were put on hold. Now, Pakistanis 
say they are worried that the cri¬ 
sis could unleash the same kind of 
violence and refugee exodus that 
followed the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops in 1989. 

“Sadly, it appears as if history is 
repeating itself in Afghanistan,” 
the editors of Dawn newspaper 
wrote Wednesday, recounting 
how the power vacuum and civil 
war of the post-Soviet era gave 
rise to the Taliban takeover in 
1996. Some of the most notorious 
figures from that era are involved 
in the current political fight. “Un¬ 
fortunately,” the editors wrote, “it 
appears that the Afghan power 
brokers have learned nothing.” 

Numerous international ex¬ 
perts portray Pakistan, which 
once backed the Taliban regime, 
as still favoring the insurgents 
over the Afghan government led 
by Ghani, which has been highly 
suspicious of Pakistan and has 
built a close relationship with 
Pakistan’s archrival, India. They 
suggest that regardless of wheth¬ 


er intra-Afghan talks succeed, 
Pakistan will come out a winner. 

“As a nation, Pakistan is better 
off with its Afghan neighbor at 
peace,” said Michael Kugelman, 
a regional expert at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for 
Scholars in Washington. “But Is¬ 
lamabad would derive strategic 
benefits from an Afghanistan 
that remains at war, because its 
Taliban partner only gets stron¬ 
ger and India’s ability to operate 
there is diminished.” 

Pakistani officials take strong 
exception to that analysis, insist¬ 
ing that they are sincere about 
wanting peace and that they are 
far more worried about external 
“spoilers” sabotaging it. They 
also insist that Pakistan, having 
been besieged by domestic Is¬ 
lamist terrorism for years, has no 
desire to see a resurgence of such 
violence. 

“It is in Pakistan’s enlightened 
self-interest to see peace and 
stability come to Afghanistan,” 
Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, said in an 
interview here Thursday. “We 
have no favorites” in the planned 
power-sharing dialogue among 
Afghan groups, he said. “We 
have no desire to interfere, and 
we have no other agenda. We will 
work with whatever arrangement 
the talks produce.” 

Pakistani experts, though, said 
they were aghast at the spectacle 
that unfolded last week in Kabul 
after U.S. officials were unable to 
patch up relations between Ghani 
and his top rival in the September 
presidential election, Abdullah 
Abdullah. Declaring that he was 
the real winner, Abdullah vowed 
to form a parallel government, 
and the two men held rival swear¬ 
ing-in ceremonies just blocks 
apart in Kabul. 

Pakistan congratulated Ghani, 
whose ceremony was attended by 
U.S. and European diplomats. But 
officials here fear that the split 
between the rival Afghan lead¬ 
ers will make it impossible for the 
government to form a negotiating 
team. By comparison, they noted, 
the Taliban has been united and 
serious in its approach. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Virus puts wounded vet's 
marathon dreams on hold 



Kevin Flike 


Former Green Beret Kevin Flike runs on a treadmill with his fitness 
coach, Jordan Lowry, while training for the Boston Marathon in April 
2018. Flike promised himself he would run a marathon after getting 
shot by a Taliban sniper in Afghanistan in 2011. 


By J.P. Lawrence 
Stars and Stripes 

Days after a Taliban sniper’s 
shot left Staff Sgt. Kevin Flike 
bedridden and awaiting what 
would become six separate sur¬ 
geries, he made himself a prom¬ 
ise: he’d recover and he’d finish a 
marathon. 

It took nearly nine years for 
Flike, 35, to get to where he could 
make good on that promise. The 
former Green Beret was among 
the 31,000 entrants in the 124th 
Boston Marathon who were sched¬ 
uled to run the race April 10, until 
the coronavirus pandemic made 
holding the event out of the ques¬ 
tion, for now. 

“I think for a lot of people, the 
wind has been taken out of their 
sails, and it has for me,” Flike said 
in a phone call Tuesday. “It’s been 
pretty devastating for me.” 

Flike’s story underscores one of 
the many ways the pandemic has 
interrupted life in the U.S., where 
Wednesday The Associated Press 
reported more than 6,500 corona- 
virus cases have been confirmed 
or are under investigation, and 107 
people have died. The unreported 


number of infections is generally 
considered to be much higher. 

The virus has led to sporting 
event cancellations across the 
country. Boston Marathon offi¬ 
cials have rescheduled the run for 
Sept. 14. 

Flike said he remains hopeful 
that better times are ahead. 

“We’re going to get through 
this,” he said. “I think adver¬ 
sity is given to you so you can be 
better.” 

Flike, a recipient of the Purple 
Heart and two Bronze Stars, is 
very familiar with adversity. 

In 2011, the sniper shot Flike as 
he cleared a valley with Afghan 
and U.S. commandos. The bul¬ 
let tore through his stomach. The 
surgeries required the removal 
of 20% of his colon, and left 40 
inches of scars, as shown in the 
documentary “Wounded By War,” 
which Flike produced. 

His left leg was paralyzed and 
had atrophied to the size of his 
arm, he told Stars and Stripes last 
spring, but an experimental treat¬ 
ment helped restore his ability to 
move that leg, signaled at first by 
a lone muscle twitch. 

A former college athlete, he’d 


previously measured his physi¬ 
cal prowess in 300-pound bench 
press repetitions and 5-mile run 
times, but months after being 
shot, “I needed help putting on 
my socks.” 

When he felt that twitch, it “was 
like the greatest achievement 
in my life,” he said. Soon, sweat 
pouring down his face, he was able 
to fully extend his leg, he said. 

Flike said he remains in chronic 
pain. But he persevered through 
his rehabilitation and overcame a 
prescription pill addiction, he said. 
In 2016, he earned degrees from 
the Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government and the MIT Sloan 
School of Management. 

Flike is now a Green Beret 
Foundation board member and 
works for Threat Stack, a Bos¬ 
ton-based cybersecurity firm. As 
measures to stop the virus’ spread 
continue, the father of two has 
been spending more time with his 
two young children while working 
from his home in Boston. Once 
the initial disappointment of the 
marathon’s postponement passed, 
Flike said he took comfort from a 
little perspective. 

“I thought, ‘How lucky am I? 


I’m still healthy. I still have my 
family,’ ” he said. 

With more time to train, he 
might be able to run faster in 
the marathon this September, he 
added. 

“My story is all about overcom¬ 


ing adversity. If I just had to train 
for it and run it, it would be easy,” 
Flike said. “I’ve waited 8 V 2 years, 
what’s another six months?” 


Stars and Stripes reporter Chad 
Garland contributed to this report. 
Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 
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Financial relief available 
for quarantined troops 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

Quarantined soldiers facing financial hardship 
can apply for emergency loans online, according to 
Army Emergency Relief, which, along with other 
military aid organizations, is letting troops know 
about financial help for those affected by the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

Thirty-six U.S. service members worldwide had 
tested positive for the coronavirus as of Tuesday, a 
Pentagon spokesman said, confirming that the cases 
among troops had doubled in just one day. 

Army Emergency Relief on Saturday posted in¬ 
structions on its website for those affected by the 
virus to submit online assistance requests. 

“Every request is unique and considered on an 
individual basis. Some categories of assistance have 
dollar limits while others have requirements related 
to grants versus loans,” the organization states on its 
website. 

Soldiers in need of assistance are encouraged to 
meet with their local Army Emergency Relief of¬ 
ficer but those unable to do so can apply for help 
online. 

“During COVID-19 restrictions, Soldiers and 
Families may be separated from the general popu¬ 
lation and may not have ‘face to face’ contact with 
Leaders and AER Staff to process an assistance ap¬ 
plication,” the website states. 

The assistance is available for active-duty soldiers 
and eligible family members as well as retirees and 
reservists on continuous active duty for more than 


30 days, according to the site. 

For those in the Air Force, Airman and Family 
Readiness Centers have emergency essential staff 
who can administer assistance from the service’s 
Aid Society, the organization’s CEO, John Hopper 
Jr., said in comments reported Tuesday by the Mili¬ 
tary Times. 

“A global pandemic will present challenges we 
have not yet imagined. The most important element 
about delivering support is the local commander,” 
he said, according to the report. “We will work with 
the folks on the ground to shape the infrastructure 
to fit their needs. Bottom line — we remain flexible, 
available and ready to assist to meet the needs of our 
airmen and their families.” 

Sailors or Marines stranded due to travel restric¬ 
tions, whose spouses may have lost income or who 
have increased medical co-pays, can contact the 
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society for assistance. 

“Nervous, anxious, uneasy ... these are some of 
the feelings our sea service families are having as 
they consider how the coronavirus might impact 
them,” Dawn Cutler, the society’s CEO, said in a 
video posted to YouTube on Saturday. 

Coast Guard Mutual Assistance posted details on 
its website Friday listing loans of up to $6,000 for 
service members whose spouses lose jobs due to the 
virus or who require child care due to schools clos¬ 
ing. Losses due to changed travel plans are not cov¬ 
ered, the website states. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


5 schools closed at 
Naval Base San Diego 
after 3 test positive 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Navy 
closed five of the seven schools 
on Naval Base San Diego due to 
the coronavirus outbreak, includ¬ 
ing one school where three sail¬ 
ors tested positive for the virus 
within the last five days, an edu¬ 
cation and training official with 
the Navy said Tuesday. 

A sailor assigned to the USS 
Essex, an amphibious assault 
ship, was attending a course at the 
base when the individual tested 
positive Saturday for the corona¬ 
virus, officially called COVID- 
19, the Navy said in a statement 
issued Tuesday. The infected 
sailor is quarantined at home and 
people with whom the sailor had 
close contact are also staying at 
their homes. 

Naval Base San Diego is the 
homeport for Pacific Fleet and 
220 commands are located there, 
including the headquarters for 
the commander of Navy Region 
Southwest, according to the base’s 
website. About 20,000 active-duty 
sailors are assigned to the base, 
according to base spokeswoman 
Krishna Jackson. 


Two other sailors at the base 
tested positive Friday and Sunday 
and both are in isolation, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. The three 
sailors are an instructor and 
two students at the base, the San 
Diego Union-Tribune reported. 

“All [five schools] were closed 
due to COVID-19, whether it 
be positive tests, precautionary 
measures, or the school [was] 
deemed ‘non-essential,’” Cmdr. 
James Stockman, a spokesman 
for Naval Education and Train¬ 
ing Command, wrote Tuesday 
in an email. He would not name 
the schools and he said the course 
that the USS Essex sailor was at¬ 
tending is postponed. 

Training Support Command 
San Diego, which is located at 
Naval Base San Diego, provides 
management, technology and in¬ 
frastructure support for students 
and staff at 22 Naval Education 
and Training Command schools 
located in Navy Region South¬ 
west, which covers California, 
Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Colorado 
and New Mexico, Stockman said. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Boxer: Some sailors left close-quarters meeting about virus angry, worried 



Logan A. Southerland/U.S. Navy 


According to a sailor who attended, a meeting in the wardroom of 
the amphibious assault ship USS Boxer, shown above, forced about 
80 crew members to stand roughly 2 to 4 feet from one another — 
far less than the 6-foot spacing called for by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

That action, taken as the Navy 
is still evaluating who aboard the 
ship had come into contact with 
the infected sailor, runs counter 
to Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidelines aimed 
at controlling the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

According to the sailor, the 
meeting in the ship’s wardroom 
lasted about 30 minutes and 
forced about 80 crew members to 
stand roughly 2 to 4 feet from one 
another — far less than the 6-foot 
spacing called for by the CDC. 

The meeting on the ship — 
which also has outdoor spaces 
that possibly could have been 
used instead — left some attend¬ 
ees feeling angry and worried 
that they’d been placed in unnec¬ 
essary danger aboard the vessel, 
the sailor said. 

“Definitely not enough room to 
maintain appropriate distance,” 
said the sailor, who requested 
anonymity because he was not 
authorized to talk to the media. 
“People are wondering why we 
gathered in a room contradictory 
to CDC guidance.” 

A Navy spokesman confirmed 
the meeting took place, but he 
would not comment on whether 
it was appropriate or violated fed¬ 
eral infection control guidelines. 

In a statement, the spokes¬ 
man said that Navy commanders 
have been told “to the largest ex¬ 
tent possible to implement social 
distancing,” including avoiding 


large gatherings and maintaining 
a 6-foot space from other sailors 
when possible. 

According to the Navy’s state¬ 


ment Sunday, a sailor assigned to 
the Boxer, an amphibious assault 
ship, had tested “presumptive 
positive” for the virus that causes 


COVID-19. It was the first case of 
a sailor on board a Navy ship ap¬ 
parently contracting the disease. 
The sailor, the statement said, is 
now quarantined at home, along 
with other members of the crew 
believed to have been in close 
contact, while the ship’s crew 
conducts “a thorough cleaning” 
and takes “appropriate preventa¬ 
tive measures.” 

Gregg Gonsalves, an epidemi¬ 
ologist at Yale School of Medicine, 
told ProPublica that “putting 80 
to 100 members of the crew to¬ 
gether in a small space without 
knowing all who were exposed to 
the original index case means ad¬ 
ditional transmissions may have 
happened in that meeting.” 

“A Navy ship with coronavirus 
infection is like a cruise ship with 
coronavirus infection,” he said. 
“People are in close quarters and 
there is easy spread of infection.” 

According to the Navy website, 
ships like the Boxer have crews of 
roughly 1,200 sailors. 

The Navy spokesman told Pro¬ 
Publica that the initial investi¬ 
gation into whether any other 
personnel came into close con¬ 
tact with the infected sailor was 
completed, but whether other 
sailors were infected is still being 
evaluated. 

To make matters worse, the 
sailor who attended Monday’s 
meeting said they were briefed 
that limited testing kits are 
available. 

The case of the Boxer illus¬ 
trates how challenging it may be 


for the Navy to avoid the spread 
of the highly infectious virus 
aboard ships and submarines 
that require sailors to work in 
close quarters, sometimes for 
monthslong missions. 

Traversing a Navy ship, for ex¬ 
ample, requires walking through 
a series of tight corridors with 
low ceilings and stale air. Some 
passageways are so narrow that 
for one sailor to pass another, one 
practically needs to press flat 
against the wall. There are doors 
along corridors — a measure to 
keep any flooding contained. A 
sailor walking the length of the 
Boxer would have to stop mul¬ 
tiple times to turn a wheel or pull 
a latch to open a door, then do the 
same thing on the other side to 
seal the door again. Stairways are 
closed off in similar fashion. 

Eating on a ship is done in close 
quarters as well. Sailors dine caf¬ 
eteria-style, handing their plates 
to servers to scoop food from 
large bins like at a buffet. At peak 
hours the tables would be packed, 
with everyone sitting fairly close 
to one another — exactly the kind 
of dining that many cities have 
temporarily banned as a measure 
to stop the spread of the virus. 
The Boxer is about 840 feet long, 
about 80% of the length of the Ei¬ 
ffel Tower if it were laid flat. 

It’s unclear when the Boxer 
will head out on its next mission, 
but its webpage pledges a com¬ 
mitment to safety: “Everything 
we do on and off BOXER will be 
done safely.” 
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DODEA Japan schools remain open for now 



Theron GoDBOLD/Stars and Stripes 


Students and families from Joan K. Mendel Elementary School at 
Yokota Air Base, Japan on Feb. 28. Students at Defense Department 
schools in Japan continue to attend classes in person. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Students at Defense 
Department schools in Japan 
continue to attend classes in 
person despite widespread clo¬ 
sures to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

The Department of Defense 
Education Activity on Wednes¬ 
day shut down its U.S. schools, in¬ 
cluding those on Guam. DODEA 
schools in South Korea have been 
closed since Feb. 26. 

Japanese public schools have 
had their doors closed for weeks 
since Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
on Feb. 28 asked them to close to 
curb the coronavirus’ spread, ac¬ 
cording to a March 10 report by 
Jiji Press. 

However, while DODEA has 
plans in place in case it decides 
to close schools on U.S. bases in 
Japan, it was not planning to im¬ 
minently do so, DODEA Pacific 
East Superintendent Judy Allen 
said during a virtual town hall 
meeting Tuesday. 

“Currently we have no [coro¬ 
navirus] cases in our schools,” 
she said. “If we do change and do 
something differently, then cer¬ 
tainly we’d look at virtual school¬ 


ing and we already have plans 
in place in case we do close the 
schools.” 

Allen explained that U.S. Forc¬ 
es Japan and DODEA officials 
review recommendations daily 
based on Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention guide¬ 
lines and use a USFJ “decision 
matrix” to determine “if schools 
should stay open or close.” 

Allen did not provide details 
about the matrix, which she said 
is not available to the public. 


“The primary tool being used 
previously was CDC guidelines,” 
she said. “Everyone can access 
those and see why schools may be 
open or closed depending on the 
area.” 

Decision-makers must consid¬ 
er a multitude of factors before 
making the call, Allen said. 

“There are second- and third- 
order consequences that we 
have to look at as well,” she said. 
“That’s why we partner with our 
military partners, because if 


schools are closed, children are 
home and then we have to look at 
what situation may develop.” 

A confirmed case of coronavi¬ 
rus wouldn’t necessarily mean 
closing schools, especially for the 
long term, Dr. Allen Fisher, an 
Air Force major and the Yokota 
Air Base public health emergen¬ 
cy officer, said in the town hall. 

“One positive case might 
prompt us to recommend closure 
for a short period of time, but it 
would be one piece of the puzzle 
that would contribute to decision 
making overall as the situation 
changes,” he said. 

Navy spouse Elaine Abel, who 
has a daughter and son who at¬ 
tend DODEA schools at Yokosuka, 
called Fisher’s “might” comment 
alarming. 

“I was shocked,” Abel said. “I’d 
hope the schools would be closed 
before that happened.” 

Abel took her children out of 
school Tuesday. 

“School is such an easy place 
for viruses and germs to spread 
and it seems like too much of a 
risk,” she said. “Closing schools 
seems to be the first step every 
community is taking, even our 
own host country, but not our 
bases. It makes no sense to me.” 


Allen said absences are ex¬ 
cused for students whose parents 
keep them home from school. 

“They need to work also with 
their teachers ... (who) can pro¬ 
vide the assignments that they 
would” if the students were in 
class, she said. 

For other parents of DODEA 
students in Japan, keeping stu¬ 
dents in school is a welcome de¬ 
cision as coronavirus precautions 
close other options. For example, 
DODEA last month canceled all 
activities involving travel, such 
as sports and field trips. 

“These kids have already given 
up so much to be here; we’ve 
taken every sport every activity 
from them,” said Barbie McCabe, 
who has two children attending 
DODEA schools at Sasebo Naval 
Base. “Keeping them on a rou¬ 
tine is the best thing we can do 
for them as a parent.” 

“If a case (of coronavirus) be¬ 
came present in the school, that 
would be a different conversa¬ 
tion,” she said. 

As of Wednesday, Japan has 
reported 829 confirmed cases 
of coronavirus, according to the 
World Health Organization. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
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Yokosuka closes child development center 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The child development 
center at the home of the Navy’s 
7th Fleet has been shuttered after 
one of its regular attendees was 
tested for the coronavirus, ac¬ 
cording to a Wednesday letter to 
parents posted to the base’s offi¬ 
cial Facebook page. 

Staff at the day care center 
were told Wednesday afternoon 
that one of the center’s children 
was tested for the virus that has 
been sweeping the world since 
its discovery in Wuhan, China, 
in December. The facility will re¬ 
main closed until at least Monday, 
according to the letter written 
by base commander Capt. Rich 
Jarrett. 

“We anticipate getting the re¬ 
sults in the next few days and will 
make further decisions at that 
time on whether or not to reopen 
the child development center,” he 
wrote. 

The center “is being appropri¬ 
ately sanitized in all potentially 
affected areas,” Jarrett said. 

A second child development 
center at the Ikego Housing Area 
will remain open, according to a 
response to a parent’s question 
posted on Yokosuka’s Facebook 
page. 

Children have not generally 
developed severe symptoms even 
when they’re infected with coro¬ 
navirus, Jarrett wrote. He ad¬ 
vised parents to contact the base 
hospital if their children have 
symptoms. 

“It is important to note that 
close contact with an ill person 


U.S. Navy 

The Child Development Center 
at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, 
has been closed pending the 
results of a child’s coronavirus 
test. 

is the main way that [the coro¬ 
navirus] is transmitted, but brief 
interactions are not considered to 
be close contacts and are low-risk 
for transmission,” he added. 

“Please continue to practice 
all recommended everyday pre¬ 
ventative measures to keep you 
and your family healthy,” Jarrett 
said. “This is critical during the 
ongoing public health situation 
and will help us to keep the child 
development center open.” 

The Yokosuka decision came a 
day after the child development 
center at Yokota Air Base in west¬ 
ern Tokyo announced it would 
close until Monday after a staff 
member was screened for possi¬ 
ble exposure to the coronavirus. 
The worker showed no symptoms 
“while in contact with individu¬ 
als” at the center, according to a 
post on Yokota’s Facebook page. 

The Yokota center is also being 


sanitized and cleaned and await¬ 
ing the staff member’s test re¬ 
sults, according to the post. 

At Naval Air Facility Atsugi, 
about 25 miles northwest of Yo¬ 
kosuka, a kindergartner at Shir¬ 
ley Lanham Elementary School 
tested negative for the virus last 
weekend. 
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Marines to isolate at start of Australian rotation 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

When the next rotation of Marines lands 
in Australia for a six-month rotation start¬ 
ing next month, the 2,500 Marines will 
stay in their barracks for 14 days to pre¬ 
vent the spread of coronavirus, according 
to a Marine Corps official. 

“As of now we are continuing with the 
[Marine Rotational Force — Darwin] ro¬ 
tation as planned,” 1st Lt. Bridget Glynn, 
a spokeswoman for the force, said in an 
email Wednesday. 


The main body of Marines is projected 
to arrive in early April and additional per¬ 
sonnel will arrive in early July, bringing 
the total force to 2,500 personnel, similar 
in size to last year’s rotation, she said. 

The force, which trains in Australia’s 
Northern Territory during the southern 
hemisphere summer, has built up slowly 
since an initial contingent of 250 Marines 
hit the beach there in 2012. Last year the 
Marines rotational force had grown to 10 
times that size, its target strength. 

The units heading Down Under this year 
and the equipment that they will deploy 


with are still being finalized, Glynn said. 

“All personnel arriving to Australia will 
follow the 14-day self-quarantine in line 
with the policy imposed by the Australian 
government,” she said. 

Australia this week began requiring 
anyone arriving in the country from over¬ 
seas to self-isolate for two weeks to combat 
the global coronavirus pandemic, the Aus¬ 
tralian Broadcasting Corporation reported 
Monday. Health authorities have reported 
512 confirmed cases in Australia, the 
broadcaster reported Wednesday. 

Marines arriving with the rotational 


force will be restricted to their rooms with 
access to necessary supplies, until the iso¬ 
lation period has passed, Glynn said. 

“Once we have ensured those quaran¬ 
tined are free of the virus, operations will 
proceed as scheduled,” she said. 

The Marines take the responsibility of 
protecting their personnel and communi¬ 
ties seriously, she said. 

“We are taking all reasonable precau¬ 
tions to prevent the spread of the disease,” 
she said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Guam bases restrict 
activities amid rise 
in coronavirus cases 



Naval Base Guam 


Leslie Carroll, left, director of the Orote Commissary at Naval Base Guam, demonstrates new touchless 
ID procedures in this screenshot from a video posted by the installation Tuesday. 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

Navy and Air Force bases on 
Guam have imposed a series of 
restrictions on base activities, 
from shopping and restaurants 
to fitness and teen centers, meant 
to stem the spread of coronavirus 
during a public health emergency 
there. 

Tuesday, the Guam Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health and Social 
Services reported two new cases 
of coronavirus for a total of five. 
One of the new cases has a fam¬ 
ily connection to a prior case. The 
second new case had recently 
traveled to the Philippines, ac¬ 
cording to a statement from the 
U.S. territory’s Joint Information 
Center. 

Base access in general is lim¬ 
ited during the week to “mission 
essential” personnel only, includ¬ 
ing active-duty service members, 
Defense Department civilian em¬ 
ployees, contractors and employ¬ 
ees of the base exchanges and 
commissaries. Others may come 
through the gates Saturday and 
Sunday, according to Facebook 
posts on official base pages. 

Naval Base Guam on Tues¬ 
day imposed a limit at the Orote 


DOD-run 

By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Department-run schools on Fort 
Stewart and Fort Benning in 
Georgia and Fort Rucker in Ala¬ 
bama will be closed to students 
beginning Wednesday, making 
all Pentagon-run, on-post schools 
in the continental U.S. shut down 
amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

Officials with the Department 
of Defense Education Activity, 
DODEA, sent guidance to par¬ 
ents about steps being taken to 
mitigate the spread of the fast- 
moving illness that has spurred 
many schools and other institu¬ 
tions across the country to close. 


Commissary of no more than 50 
customers at one time. Weekday 
access is limited to active-duty 
service members, Defense De¬ 
partment civilians with commis¬ 
sary privileges and their families, 
according to a Facebook post. 
Others, including retirees, may 
shop Saturday and Sunday. 

“All patrons are asked to re¬ 
main calm and respectful while 
shopping and follow the policies 
that have been put in place,” said 
a statement on the post. 

Common prescriptions ordered 
by commanders to prevent the 
virus’ spread include maintaining 
“social distance,” or a minimum 
six feet between individuals at all 
times, and limiting gatherings to 
fewer than 50 people or conduct¬ 
ing them via virtual methods 
whenever possible. 

Many businesses, programs 
and activities on Naval Base 
Guam are suspended or scaled 
down. Restaurants may provide 
take-out service only; the ex¬ 
change barber shop is open, but 
patrons must queue outside. The 
base pool is open, but its lockers 
are off limits. 

The base fitness center, teen 
center, theater, sporting events 
and tickets and travel office 


They said no cases of the corona¬ 
virus, formally known as COVID- 
19, had been reported in any of 
the 163 schools run by DODEA in 
11 countries. 

Students will transition to on¬ 
line courses until schools reopen, 
according to information on 
DODEA’s website. Teachers are 
being required to spend two days 
learning to teach online. 

The included schools are locat¬ 
ed on the following installations: 
Camp Lejeune, N.C.; Fort Bragg, 
N.C.; Fort Campbell, Ky.; Fort 
Knox, Ky.; Fort Jackson, S.C.; The 
U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, N.Y.; Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, Va.; Maxwell Air Force 
Base, Ala.; Marine Corps Air Sta¬ 


are closed, according to the an¬ 
nouncement. The bowling alley is 
open but only for food service. 

At Andersen Air Force Base, 
the same shopping restrictions 
apply, including at the base shop- 
pette and gas station, according 
to a Facebook post. 

Shoppers may be screened be¬ 
fore entry and limited to one ac¬ 
cess point at open facilities, the 
message said. 

Many Andersen activities are 


tion Beaufort, S.C.; and Naval 
Support Facility Dahlgren, Va. 

Additionally, DOD-run schools 
in Puerto Rico closed Tuesday, 
DODEA said. The school clos¬ 
ings at Fort Stewart, Fort Ben¬ 
ning and Fort Rucker will mean 
the DODEA has closed all of its 
schools in the U.S. 

The agency previously closed 
its schools in Turkey, Germany, 
Belgium, Spain, the Netherlands, 
Italy, Bahrain and South Korea. 

The decision to close on-post, 
DOD-run schools is left to in¬ 
stallation commanders, officials 
said. They largely have followed 
the lead of local school systems 
that have closed their doors in an 
effort to slow the spread of the 


also curtailed, among them the 
base theater, fitness center, teen 
center, bowling alley and swim¬ 
ming pool. 

Guam public health authorities 
on Sunday reported the first cases 
of coronavirus on the island. All 
five are in isolation, according 
to the Tuesday announcement. 
Guam health authorities had con¬ 
ducted 46 total coronavirus tests 
between March 12 and Tuesday, 
according to the information 


virus. 

It was not clear Tuesday how 
long schools would remain closed. 
At Fort Campbell, for example, 
Army Maj. Gen. Brian Winski, 
the commander of the 101st Air¬ 
borne Division and the instal¬ 
lation, said he would revisit the 
decision in the coming weeks. 

“Schools are going to remain 
closed,” Winski said Monday 
night during a virtual town hall 
for the Fort Campbell commu¬ 
nity. “We’ll have a decision point 
at the end of March as to how long 
that will go on.” 

While the Defense Department 
runs schools on many of its in¬ 
stallations, some military instal¬ 
lations in the U.S. house schools 


center. 

This week the commanders 
of Andersen Air Force Base and 
Naval Base Guam declared a 
public health emergency and De¬ 
fense Department schools across 
the island were closed until fur¬ 
ther notice. Guam public schools 
were also closed, and island gov¬ 
ernment operations reduced to 
the essentials. 


ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 


that are otherwise unaffiliated 
with the Pentagon and are run by 
local school systems. 

The Marine Corps’ Camp Pend¬ 
leton, Calif., for example, has five 
schools on base, but they are run 
by two local school districts. At 
such posts, the local school offi¬ 
cials typically determine whether 
schools should close, a Pentagon 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

At Camp Pendleton, the local 
school systems have closed school 
facilities into April, according to 
their websites. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDickteinDC 
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Stores limit 
shoppers, 
early hours 

Stars and Stripes 

Military commissaries world¬ 
wide will be checking the IDs 
of authorized customers at the 
entrance and revoking policies 
allowing visitors in response to 
coronavirus-related crowding 
concerns, commissary officials 
said Wednesday. 

Stores will also eliminate the 
“early bird” shopping hour in 
order to allow more time for 
cleaning and restocking, the De¬ 
fense Commissary Agency said 
on its website. 

The agency said that it believes 
the ID checks and visitor restric¬ 
tions “will reduce the number of 
people in our stores and help with 
social distancing.” 

The agency also said that in¬ 
dividual commissaries may also 
need to limit purchase quantities 
of some products. 

“We are increasing deliveries 
to our overseas commissaries, 
including shipments of high de¬ 
mand items such as hand sanitiz¬ 
ers and disinfectant wipes,” the 
agency said on its website. “We 
have airlifted multiple shipments 
to the Pacific on high-demand 
items to supplement the stock in 
our central distribution centers 
and support to our stores.” 

Shelves at a number of commis¬ 
saries in Germany and elsewhere 
have run short on disinfectants 
and toilet paper, as well as some 
foods like rice and meat. 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Governors in 22 states are ac¬ 
tivating their National Guards to 
help manage the growing num¬ 
ber of coronavirus infections and 
demands for testing and medical 
supplies, as more than 5,700 posi¬ 
tive cases of the illness have been 
reported in the United States. 

More than 1,700 troops have 
been activated now, according 
to information from the National 
Guard Bureau in Washington and 
the state Guards. 

Missions in response to the 
coronavirus vary between states 
and include response planners, 
support to medical testing facili¬ 
ties, response liaisons and support 
to state emergency operations 


Army stops i 

By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

The 81st Stryker Brigade Com¬ 
bat Team of the Washington 
Army National Guard will not 
travel to the National Training 
Center in California next month 
as scheduled, as Army combat 
training centers become the lat¬ 
est to cancel operations because 
of the coronavirus. 

The Army announced Wednes¬ 
day that it will adjust combat 
training center rotations to pro¬ 


centers, support to healthcare 
professionals, logistics support, 
collecting and delivering medical 
test samples, assisting with dis¬ 
infecting and cleaning common 
public spaces, providing trans¬ 
portation support for health care 
providers and assisting with test 
sample administration. 

“This [coronavirus] pandemic 
is a historic event and it requires 
a historic response from the Na¬ 
tional Guard,” Air Force Gen. 
Joseph Lengyel, National Guard 
Bureau chief, said in a statement. 

In Arkansas, the National 
Guard mobilized 20 medics from 
the 39th Infantry Brigade Com¬ 
bat Team to operate phone lines 
with the Arkansas Department of 
Health. 

Soldiers and airmen from the 


New York National Guard, which 
has more than 600 troops mobi¬ 
lized, are doing a similar mission 
at a call center at the Hudson Val¬ 
ley Transportation Management 
Center in Hawthorne, said Eric 
Durr, spokesman for the New 
York National Guard. 

Texas and New Jersey acti¬ 
vated their Guards within the 
past 24 hours. The New Jersey 
National Guard is preparing for 
150 soldiers and airmen to be 
prescreened for duty to support 
logistics, transportation, traffic 
control, security and engineering 
needs throughout the state, said 
Lt. Col. Barbara Brown, spokes¬ 
woman for the state National 
Guard. 

More than 50 Pennsylvania Na¬ 
tional Guard members were acti¬ 


vated to help the state receive 38 
passengers from a Grand Prin¬ 
cess cruise ship who returned 
to the state Tuesday after being 
quarantined at Dobbins Air Re¬ 
serve Base, Ga. 

The group was flown to the 
Harrisburg International Airport 
in Middletown and individually 
driven by Guard troops to their 
homes throughout the state, ac¬ 
cording to a release from the Na¬ 
tional Guard Bureau. 

“One of the most important 
National Guard missions is to 
support our own communities,” 
said Mqj. Gen. Anthony Carrelli, 
adjutant general of Pennsylvania. 
“Assisting and serving our fellow 
neighbors is a very personal ef¬ 
fort as this is where we live. We 
are all in this together.” 


tect soldiers, allied partners and 
service civilians participating in 
training events. Service officials 
will continue to evaluate the situ¬ 
ation as conditions change. The 
postponement follows a Defense 
Department update Wednesday 
that 89 members of the military 
community have tested positive 
for the virus. That includes 49 
service members, three of which 
are hospitalized because of the 
virus. 

“Although we are adjusting 
the training calendar, the Army 


combat training centers will con¬ 
tinue to focus on improving unit 
readiness by providing highly 
realistic, stressful, joint and com¬ 
bined-arms training across the 
full spectrum of conflict,” Lt. 
Gen. Charles Flynn, the Army’s 
deputy chief of staff of operations, 
plans and training, said in a state¬ 
ment Wednesday. 

The Washington National 
Guard brigade was scheduled to 
arrive at the training center at 
Fort Irwin, Calif., in late April, 
said Joseph Siemandel, spokes- 
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unit rotations to combat training centers 


man for the Washington National 
Guard. The state has not activated 
its Guard to respond to the coro¬ 
navirus, but this brigade will now 
be available should the governor 
chose to do so, he said. 

The training rotation was in¬ 
tended to prepare the brigade for 
potential deployments to Poland, 
Ukraine or Chile in 2021. Since 
the training rotation is not a re¬ 
quirement for any of these mis¬ 
sions, the deployments could still 
occur, Siemandel said. 
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Questions raised 
about quarantine 
activity possibilities 



Norman LLAMAs/Stars and Stripes 

Parts of the base exchange at Aviano Air Base, Italy, have been 
made inaccessible to customers. 


By Kent Harris 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — 
In a near-empty theater, speaker 
after speaker went up to the podi¬ 
um, provided an update and then 
took a seat until it was their turn 
to do the same all over again. 

Aviano held the seventh in a 
series of near-daily virtual town 
halls Tuesday to address the 
coronavirus. And judging by the 
scope and amount of questions 
posted on Facebook, people who 
live and work on base can’t get 
enough of the online briefings. 

A big question: Is it OK to take 
your kids or dog for a walk? 

The basic answer to that ques¬ 
tion is yes, said Lt. Col. Matthew 
Lund, the base’s staff judge ad¬ 
vocate. The Italian government 
has said so. It’s also not requiring 
people to carry travel authoriza¬ 
tion forms while doing so. 

But local governments have the 
right to add more restrictions to 
a sometimes dizzying array of 
national decrees, Lund said in 


response to a follow-up question 
during the Facebook Live event. 

“It is quite possible that police 
in your area have been instruct¬ 
ed to enforce a higher level of 
restriction,” he said. And with 
Americans at Aviano spread out 
among dozens of local communi¬ 
ties, it’s likely that there won’t be 
a single answer for everyone. 

That’s far from the only ques¬ 
tion that’s kept base personnel in 
a constant back-and-forth with 
local Italian authorities and high¬ 
er headquarters. 

Why can’t AAFES sell clothes 
and household goods if large Ital¬ 
ian outlets that sell more than 
groceries can? How are those 
with young children and deployed 
military spouses supposed to run 
essential errands if they’re under 
movement restrictions? How are 
those transiting in and out of the 
base supposed to ship or receive 
household goods or vehicles? 

But the lead item at Tuesday’s 
meeting was the confirmation 
that Aviano has had its first posi¬ 
tive test for the coronavirus. The 


spouse of a civilian employee 
was being treated at the hospital 
in Pordenone. Her spouse was at 
home under quarantine, officials 
said. 

The couple had “minimal con¬ 
tact with other individuals — both 
off and on base,” and it’s believed 
that everyone they’ve interacted 
with has been contacted, said Col. 
Richard Woodruff, commander 
of the 31st Medical Group. No one 
else is showing any symptoms. 

Answering another popular 


question, Woodruff said that the 
base won’t likely be able to test for 
the virus until mid-Apri. When it 
does get test kits, it’s unlikely that 
everyone will be tested, he said. 
Anyone who meets the criteria 
set out by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention for coro¬ 
navirus testing will be tested, he 
said, and their tests will be sent 
to Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center in Germany or Italian fa¬ 
cilities for analysis. 


States call on National Guard to fight virus 
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Andrew Harnik/AP 

A couple stops to read coronavirus safety tips along an almost empty Tidal Basin lined with cherry 
blossoms that are about to peak Wednesday in Washington. President Donald Trump’s proposed 
economic package could approach $1 trillion, a rescue initiative not seen since the Great Recession. 


All 50 states now have confirmed cases 


Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — All 50 U.S. states 
now have confirmed cases of the new coronavi¬ 
rus as West Virginia’s governor announced the 
first positive test in his state Tuesday evening. 

Gov. Jim Justice said the person with the virus 
is in the state’s Eastern Panhandle, a region close 
to Washington, D.C., though he didn’t disclose the 
county where it was reported. Health officials 
said later the person was not in a hospital. 

Justice used a televised address to announce 
new restrictions, ordering bars, restaurants and 
casinos to close with the exception of carry¬ 
out food services. He did not address delivery 


services. 

“This is real and it’s really concerning,“ the 
governor said. 

Justice had warned earlier that it was only a 
matter of time before a confirmed case would be 
documented in the state. He and state health offi¬ 
cials have repeatedly expressed frustration over 
limited testing nationwide. 

Both Justice and U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin have 
noted the virus could be especially damaging in 
West Virginia because of the state’s elderly popu¬ 
lation and high percentage of people with exist¬ 
ing health problems. About 20 percent of West 
Virginia residents are age 65 and older. 


emergency funding request to 
boost medical care for military 
service members and veterans, 
fund production of vaccines and 
medicines, build 13 quarantine 
centers at the southern border for 
migrants, make federal buildings 
safer, and reimburse Amtrak 
for $500 million in anticipated 
revenue losses, among other 
purposes. 

The Trump request also revers¬ 
es cuts to the Centers for Disease 
Control and National Institutes of 
Health that Trump proposed in 
his February budget for next year 
and would create a $3 billion fund 
for unanticipated needs. 

Bigger than the $700 billion 
2008 bank bailout or the nearly 
$800 billion 2009 recovery act, 
the White House proposal aims 
to provide a massive tax cut for 
wage-earners, $50 billion for the 
airline industry and $250 billion 
for small businesses. Two people 
familiar with the package de¬ 
scribed it to The Associated Press 
on the condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they weren’t authorized to 
speak publicly. 

The amount that would be 
sent out in checks to Americans 


is not yet disclosed. The White 
House said it liked GOP Sen. Mitt 
Romney’s idea for $1,000 checks, 
though not necessarily at that 
sum and not for wealthier people. 

“This is a very unique situa¬ 
tion,” said Treasury Secretary 
Steve Mnuchin, exiting a private 
briefing of Senate Republicans. 
“We’ve put a proposal on that 
table that would attract a trillion 
dollars into the economy.” 

One GOP leader, Sen. John 
Thune of South Dakota, told re¬ 
porters afterward it “could be” 
up to $1 trillion. 

As Congress considered aid, 
the Pentagon on Tuesday said it 
would provide 5 million respira¬ 
tor masks and 2,000 specialized 
ventilators to federal health au¬ 
thorities. And Medicare was im¬ 
mediately expanding coverage 
for telemedicine nationwide to 
help seniors with health problems 
stay home to avoid infection. 

Economists from both par¬ 
ties endorsed mailing checks of 
at least $1,000 to all American 
households as the quickest way to 
offset the sharp slowdown in eco¬ 
nomic activity. 

“We need to pay people to stay 


at home,” said Heidi Shierholz, a 
senior policy analyst at the Eco¬ 
nomic Policy Institute, a liberal 
think-tank. The group predicted 
that without a huge stimulus 
package, the U.S. economy could 
lose three million jobs by this 
summer. 

Still, some GOP senators were 
skeptical about the massive aid 
on the table. “I’m going to be very 
leery of doing something like in 
2008,” said Indiana Republican 
Sen. Mike Braun. 

“Right now, the plan around 
here is basically to just to start 
shoveling money out of a helicop¬ 
ter," said Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb. 
“This is a bad idea. We don’t need 
a policy where Washington, D.C., 
handpicks winners and losers.” 

Despite federal guidelines 
against so many people gather¬ 
ing, senators had no choice but to 
convene. Legislating cannot be 
done from home. 

But late Tuesday, another 
lawmaker, Sen. Cory Gardner, 
R-Colo., announced he would 
self-quarantine after contact with 
a constituent who later tested pos¬ 
itive for coronavirus. 


Rescue: Funding request 
includes boosting medical care 
for service members, veterans 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

losing jobs and missing rent and 
mortgage payments. 

The announcements came on 
a fast-moving day of develop¬ 
ments. The Senate was taking up 
a financial aid package while the 
administration pushed forward 
its economic relief plan, which 
proposes $500 billion in checks 
to millions of Americans, with 
the first checks to come April 6 if 
Congress approves the plan. 

Trump and Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau jointly 
announced that the U.S.-Canada 
border would be closed, except 
for essential personnel and for 
trade, as the nations try to reduce 
the spread of a virus afflicting 
people in both countries. 

Trump dismissed talk from his 
own treasury secretary, Steven 
Mnuchin, who suggested that the 
nation could face 20% unemploy¬ 
ment at least in the short term. 

That’s an “absolute total worst 
case scenario,” Trump said. 
“We’re no way near it.” 

The administration has told 
Americans to avoid groups of 
more than 10 people and the el¬ 
derly to stay home while a pointed 
reminder was given to millenni- 
als to follow the guidelines and 
avoid social gatherings. Trump 
likened the effort to the measures 
taken during World War II and 
said it would require national 
“sacrifice.” 

“It’s a war,” he said. “I view it 
as a, in a sense, a wartime presi¬ 
dent. It’s a very tough situation.” 

The Defense Production Act 
gives the president a broad set of 
authorities to shape the domestic 
industrial base so that it is capa¬ 
ble of providing essential materi¬ 
als and goods needed in a national 
security crisis. 

The law allows the president to 
require businesses and corpora¬ 
tions to prioritize and accept con¬ 
tracts for required materials and 
services. It also allows the presi¬ 
dent to provide incentives for the 
domestic industrial base to ex¬ 
pand the production and supply 
of critical materials and goods, 
according to a March 2 report 
by the Congressional Research 
Service. 

The president, at the briefing, 


We need to pay 
people to stay at 
home, f 

Heidi Shierholz 

Economic Policy Institute 


also continued his recent habit 
of referring to the coronavirus as 
the “Chinese virus,” which has 
been sharply criticized as racially 
inflammatory. 

“It’s not racist at all,” Trump 
said. “It comes from China, that’s 
all.” 

On Tuesday, Trump asked Con¬ 
gress to speed emergency checks 
to Americans, enlisted the mili¬ 
tary for MASH-like hospitals and 
implored ordinary people — par¬ 
ticularly socially active millenni- 
als — to do their part by staying 
home to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

His proposed economic pack¬ 
age alone could approach $1 
trillion, a rescue initiative not 
seen since the Great Recession. 
Trump wants checks sent to the 
public within two weeks and is 
urging Congress to pass the eye¬ 
popping stimulus package in a 
matter of days. 

As analysts warn the country 
is surely entering a recession, the 
government is grappling with an 
enormous political undertaking 
with echoes of the 2008 financial 
crisis. 

At the Capitol on Tuesday, Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell vowed the Senate would not 
adjourn until the work was done. 

“Obviously, we need to act,” 
McConnell said. “We’re not leav¬ 
ing town until we have construct¬ 
ed and passed another bill.” 

But first, McConnell said, the 
Senate will vote on a House- 
passed package of sick pay, 
emergency food and free test¬ 
ing, putting it back on track for 
Trump’s signature — despite 
Republican objections. “Gag, and 
vote for it anyway,” he advised 
colleagues. 

It was a signal of what the GOP 
leader called the “herculean” 
task ahead. 

Overnight, the White House 
sent lawmakers a $46 billion 


A woman wearing a mask stops to read coronavirus safety tips in 
Washington. The White House has sent lawmakers a $46 billion 
emergency funding request to help boost the economy. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Infections hit 200K 
worldwide; borders 
jammed in Europe 



A shopkeeper wearing a face mask to help protect against the new coronavirus waits for customers at 
Tehran’s Grand Bazaar, Iran. 

Iran reports largest spike 
in coronavirus deaths yet 


Associated. Press 

BERLIN — Desperate trav¬ 
elers choked European border 
crossings Wednesday after na¬ 
tions implemented strict controls 
in an attempt to slow the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus, creating 
traffic jams miles long and slow¬ 
ing the passage of trucks carry¬ 
ing critical supplies. 

The number of people infected 
worldwide crested the 200,000 
mark and deaths topped 8,000, 
with the number of people now 
recovered at more than 82,000, 
according to a tally kept by Johns 
Hopkins University. 

In an attempt to alleviate some 
of the pressure from eastern Eu¬ 
ropeans stuck in Austria trying to 
return home, Hungary opened its 
borders in phases overnight. Bul¬ 
garian citizens were first allowed 
to cross in carefully controlled 
convoys, then Romanians had a 
turn. 

But by early Wednesday on the 
Austrian side of the border, trucks 
were backed up for 17 miles and 
cars for nearly 9 miles as rules al¬ 
lowing only Hungarians or trans¬ 
port trucks through the country’s 
borders kicked back in. 

European Union leaders have 
been working on how to make 
sure that food, medical supplies 
and other essential goods keep 
flowing, but borders have been 
clogged so far. Looking ahead, 
they’re also trying to figure out 
ways to allow seasonal agricul¬ 
tural workers, needed to keep the 
production of food going, to travel 
back and forth across essentially 
closed borders. 

The border closings extended 
to North America, as the U.S. 
and Canada agreed to close their 
shared boundary to nonessential 
travel. 

In Southeast Asia, the cause¬ 
way between Malaysia and the 
financial hub of Singapore was 
eerily quiet after Malaysia shut 
its borders, while the Philippines 
backed down on an order giving 
foreigners 72 hours to leave from 
a large part of its main island. 

Increasingly worried about 
the economic fallout of the global 
shutdown, the U.S., Britain and 
the Netherlands announced res¬ 
cue packages totaling hundreds 
of billions of dollars, while long¬ 
time International Monetary 


Fund critic Venezuela asked the 
institution for a $5 billion loan. 

Major Asian stock markets fell 
back Wednesday after early gains 
after Wall Street jumped on Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s promise of 
aid. 

In Brussels, Ursula von der 
Leyen, the European Commis¬ 
sion president, said that there had 
been “a unanimous and united 
approach” to the decision to pro¬ 
hibit most foreigners from enter¬ 
ing the EU for 30 days. 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said that European lead¬ 
ers agreed in a conference call 
to the commission’s proposal for 
an entry ban to the bloc — along 
with Norway, Switzerland, Ice¬ 
land and Britain — with “very, 
very limited exceptions.” Ger¬ 
many planned to implement the 
decision immediately. 

But so far, EU efforts to smooth 
the transition have failed. 

On Wednesday, thousands of 
trucks remained backed up in 
Lithuania on roads into Poland, 
after Warsaw ordered strict mea¬ 
sures that include testing every 
driver for COVID-19 symptoms. 
The line of trucks was 37 miles 
long on Tuesday night. 

“The Polish and Lithuanian 
governments have opened a sec¬ 
ond crossing, but that did not help 
much,” said border police spokes¬ 
man Rokas Pukinsas. 

In Italy, the hardest hit nation 
after China, infections jumped 
to 27,980 on Tuesday. With 2,503 
deaths, Italy accounts for a third 
of the global death toll. 

Spain, the fourth-most infect¬ 
ed country, saw its cases soar 
by more than 2,000 in one day 
to 11,178. Virus-related deaths 
jumped to 491, a toll that included 
17 elderly residents of a Madrid 
nursing home. Among them was 
the 86-year-old diabetic grand¬ 
mother of Ainhoa Ruiz. 

“We feel totally helpless and 
devastated because my grandma 
spent her last week only with her 
husband and caretakers but no 
other relatives,” Ruiz said. 

Some bright spots emerged. 
Wuhan, the central Chinese city 
where the virus was first detect¬ 
ed late last year and which has 
been under lockdown for weeks, 
reported just one new case for a 
second straight day Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN — Iran reported 
its single biggest jump in deaths 
from the new coronavirus on 
Wednesday as another 147 people 
died, raising the country’s overall 
death toll to 1,135. 

The nearly 15% spike in deaths 
— amid a total of 17,361 con¬ 
firmed cases in Iran — marks 
the biggest 24-hour rise in fatali¬ 
ties since officials first acknowl¬ 
edged cases of the virus in Iran in 
mid-February. 

Even as the number of cases 
continues to grow each day, food 
markets were still packed with 
shoppers Wednesday and high¬ 
ways were crowded with traf¬ 
fic as families traveled between 
cities ahead of the Persian New 
Year, Nowruz, on Friday. 

Iran’s deputy health minister, 
Alireza Raisi, urged the public to 
avoid travel and crowded places. 
In a statement on state TV, Raisi 
told Iranians that the coming 
period represented two “golden 
weeks” to try curb the virus from 
spreading further. 

He criticized people for not 
adhering to the warnings to stay 
home, saying the virus is very se¬ 
rious. “This is not a good situation 


at all,” he said. 

Iran’s President Hassan Rou- 
hani on Wednesday defended 
his government’s response to the 
coronavirus outbreak in the face 
of widespread criticism that of¬ 
ficials acted too slowly and may 
have even covered up initial cases 
before infections rapidly spread 
across the country. 

In a speech to his Cabinet, Rou- 
hani said that the government 
was “straightforward” with the 
nation, saying that it announced 
the outbreak as soon as it learned 
about it on Feb. 19. 

“We spoke to people in an hon¬ 
est way,” he added. “We had no 
delay.” 

For weeks, government of¬ 
ficials implored clerics to shut 
down crowded holy shrines to 
stymie the spread of the virus. 
The government finally closed 
the shrines this week. 

“It was difficult of course to 
shut down mosques and holy 
sites, but we did it,” Rouhani said. 
“It was a religious duty to do it.” 

Iran also announced that it 
would close mosques for com¬ 
munal Friday prayers for a third 
consecutive week. Other Muslim 
countries, including Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Kuwait and the United Arab 


Emirates, have also canceled Fri¬ 
day prayers in mosques. 

In Iraq, a weeklong curfew 
went into effect in Baghdad. Only 
pedestrians were allowed on the 
streets to buy necessary food¬ 
stuffs and medicine. Armed Iraqi 
police were seen patrolling the 
city and setting up roadblocks. 

Still, some pilgrims in Iraq 
defied the curfew to observe 
the annual Shiite Muslim com¬ 
memoration of the death of Imam 
Mousa al-Kazim. Thousands typ¬ 
ically make the journey on foot to 
the revered imam’s shrine in the 
Khadimiya area outside of Bagh¬ 
dad. Several men, women and 
children walked solemnly down 
Baghdad’s Saadoun Street on 
Wednesday, determined to com¬ 
plete the journey to the shrine. 
Police stationed nearby did not 
intervene. 

Demonstrators in Tahrir 
Square, the hub of Iraq’s anti¬ 
government protest movement, 
issued a collective statement that 
they were suspending protest ac¬ 
tivities to help stop the spread of 
the virus. Iraq has had 11 deaths 
among 154 confirmed cases of the 
virus, which causes the COVID- 
19 illness. 


N. Korea’s Kim admits troubled medical system amid virus fears 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un ac¬ 
knowledged that his country lacks 
modern medical facilities and 
called for urgent improvements, 
state media said Wednesday. It is 


a rare assessment of the North’s 
health care system that comes 
amid worries about the coronavi¬ 
rus in the impoverished country. 

Outside experts have said that 
a coronavirus epidemic in the 
North could be devastating due 
its chronic lack of medical sup¬ 


plies and outdated health care 
infrastructure. Kim’s comments 
were made during a ceremony 
Tuesday marking the start of 
construction on a new hospital. 

North Korea has engaged in 
an intense campaign to guard 
against the new virus, though it 


has steadfastly maintained that 
no one has been sickened, a claim 
that many foreign experts doubt. 

During a groundbreaking cere¬ 
mony for a “modern general hos¬ 
pital” in Pyongyang, the capital, 
Kim said that it is “crucial” for 
the state’s efforts to be directed 


“to prop up the field of public 
health,” according to the North’s 
official Korean Central News 
Agency, or KCNA. It cited Kim as 
saying that the construction must 
be completed before October’s 
75th founding anniversary of the 
ruling Workers’ Party. 
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Biden sweep places 
pressure on Sanders 

Candidate builds on delegate lead with win in 3 states 



James Foster, Chicago Sun-Times/AP 


Sharon Trask and other voters use hand sanitizer as they stand in line to vote Tuesday 
in Chicago. Joe Biden secured solid victories in Florida, Illinois and Arizona. 

Biden cuts into Sanders’ bloc 
of Latino, liberal, young voters 


By Will Weissert 
and Brian Slodysko 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden swept to 
victory in Florida, Illinois and Arizona, in¬ 
creasingly pulling away with a Democratic 
presidential primary upended by the coro- 
navirus and building pressure on Bemie 
Sanders to abandon his campaign. 

The former vice president’s third big 
night in as many weeks came Tuesday 
amid tremendous uncertainty as the Dem¬ 
ocratic contest collides with efforts to slow 
the spread of the virus that has shut down 
large swaths of American life. Polls were 
shuttered in Ohio, and although balloting 
went ahead as scheduled in the three other 
states, election workers and voters report¬ 
ed problems. 

Still, Biden’s quest for his party’s nomi¬ 
nation now seems well within reach. His 
trio of wins doubled his delegate haul over 
Sanders, giving the former vice presi¬ 
dent a nearly insurmountable lead. Top 
Democratic leaders and donors have also 
increasingly lined up behind Biden as the 
best option to square off against President 
Donald Trump in November. 

Using a livestream to address support¬ 
ers from his home state of Delaware, Biden 
seemed ready to move past the primary. 
He paid tribute to the Vermont senator for 
advancing key issues like affordable health 
care and combating climate change. 

“Sen. Sanders and his supporters have 
brought a remarkable passion and tenacity 
to all of these issues. Together they have 
shifted the fundamental conversation in 
this country," Biden said. “So let me say, 
especially to the young voters who have 


By Geoff Mulvihill 

Associated Press 

Voting rights groups and the head of the 
Democratic National Committee want the 
states with remaining primary elections to 
offer voting by mail as a way to ensure that 
voters can safely cast their ballots amid the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

A quick and easy fix? Not always. 

For states that don’t already have vote- 
by-mail or that greatly restrict it, such a 
change could require amending state law. 
It also would require major changes to 
state and county voting and tabulating sys¬ 
tems. Buying the equipment and software 
to track ballots and read the signatures on 
them could cost millions. And that’s not to 
mention deciding who pays for return post¬ 
age — individual voters or taxpayers? 

So far this year, there have been quick 
moves to extend mail voting in only two 
cases, both limited in scope: Maryland 
postponed its primary but decided to hold 
next month’s special congressional elec¬ 
tion by mail. And the Democratic Party in 
Wyoming, which already was sending all 
its members ballots, has canceled the in- 
person portion of its presidential caucus. 

As in Wyoming, the Democratic cau- 


been inspired by Sen. Sanders, I hear you. 
I know what’s at stake. I know what we 
have to do.” 

With the exception of North Dakota and 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Sanders 
hasn’t scored a victory since Super Tues¬ 
day on March 3. He made no immediate 
move on Tuesday to contact Biden, accord¬ 
ing to people familiar with the situation 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized to speak 
for the candidates. During remarks early 
in the night, Sanders said little about the 
future of the race and instead focused on 
the coronavirus outbreak. 

Trump, meanwhile, formally clinched 
the Republican presidential nomination 
after facing minimal opposition. 

But much of the action was on the Dem¬ 
ocratic side, where higher vote totals in 
some key states suggested enthusiasm 
that even the coronavirus couldn’t contain. 
Turnout in Florida’s Democratic primary 
surpassed the 1.7 million who cast ballots 
four years ago. 

Sanders’ path to the nomination is quick¬ 
ly narrowing, and some Democrats are 
now calling on him to drop out in the name 
of party unity. Top advisers have said he’s 
considering whether the political land¬ 
scape could look different as the virus con¬ 
tinues to reshape life across the country. 

Still, the race increasingly favors Biden. 
He maintained strength on Tuesday with 
African Americans and older voters who 
have been the hallmark of his campaign. 
He also appeared to chip away at Sanders’ 
previous advantage with Hispanics that 
helped him win Nevada and California 
early in the race. 


cuses and primaries in Alaska, Hawaii and 
Kansas were already to be held largely by 
mail this spring. So far, none of the five 
states that have postponed their primaries 
—Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland 
or Ohio — have said they will mail ballots 
statewide. 

The hurdles to implementing voting by 
mail for all voters is why states might be 
better off taking only small steps at first, 
said Charles Stewart, a professor of politi¬ 
cal science at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

“Hastily implemented changes to voting 
rules and laws can end up causing all types 
of problems that you didn’t anticipate,” he 
said. 

After Ohio postponed its primary and poll 
workers failed to show up at some Florida 
and Illinois precincts Tuesday, Democratic 
National Committee Chairman Tom Perez 
called a shift to voting largely by mail “the 
simplest tool” to balance health concerns 
and the need to carry out a fundamental 
function of democracy. 

A half-dozen states already have or are 
implementing systems where all voters are 
mailed ballots. They can mail them back, 
drop them off at designated spots or choose 
to vote in person on Election Day. 


By Josh Boak 
and Hannah Fingerhut 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden cut deep 
into Sen. Bernie Sanders’ coalition of 
young, liberal and Latino voters on Tues¬ 
day, securing solid victories in Florida, Il¬ 
linois and Arizona in unsettled times. 

The former vice president expanded 
his support among groups that have been 
propping up the Vermont senator’s strug¬ 
gling campaign. Biden, who has run as a 
moderate, won liberals in Florida, and ate 
into Sanders’ advantage with young peo¬ 
ple. In Arizona and Illinois, the two men 
roughly split Latino voters, a group that 
Sanders heavily courted. 

The results from AP VoteCast surveys 
of thousands of Democratic voters across 
the three states show Biden consolidating 
Democrats at a time of rising anxieties 
about the spread of the new coronavirus 
and a national mobilization to contain it. 

Not surprisingly, voters in all three states 
ranked health care as a top issue — and in 
Florida more said they trusted Biden over 
Sanders to handle the issue. 

In just a few weeks, the coronavirus has 
upended the presidential campaign — not 
to mention the global economy and Ameri¬ 
cans’ daily routines. 

Here’s a snapshot of voters’ priorities 
and concerns as they cast their ballots: 

■ Biden’s big tent. Biden, 77, preserved 
his strength among older voters, women 
and moderates and conservatives — all 
groups that make up majorities of Demo¬ 
cratic primary voters. He continued to 
be African Americans’ overwhelming 
favorite. 

But he went much further. In Florida and 
Illinois, Biden appeared to beat Sanders in 
suburbs, small towns and cities, while he 
ran about even with Sanders in Arizona’s 
urban areas. In Florida, he even won liber¬ 
als, getting 51% to Sanders’ 37%. 


Young voters stand out as still somewhat 
wary of Biden, even as he gained some 
ground. Sanders, 78, maintained a mod¬ 
est edge among young voters in Florida, 
where about half of those under 30 sup¬ 
ported him. Sanders got at least two-thirds 
of those voters in Illinois and Arizona. 

■ Sanders’ Latino support erodes. 
Sanders has enjoyed a foundation of sup¬ 
port from voters under 30 and Latinos, but 
that foundation showed some cracks. 

In Illinois, Latinos were closely divided 
between the two leading contenders. 

Biden also pulled about even with Sand¬ 
ers in Arizona, where Latinos made up 
28% of the state’s Democratic primary vot¬ 
ers. Both candidates were competitive in 
Arizona’s cities, while Biden had a modest 
edge in other communities. 

■ Handling health care. About 4 in 10 
voters in Florida and roughly a third in 
Arizona and Illinois said they are “very” 
concerned that they or a family member 
may get infected with COVID-19. About 
40% of voters in each state felt somewhat 
concerned. 

Distress about the coronavirus was 
spread evenly across gender, education and 
income levels. But voters under 45 were 
somewhat less likely than their older coun¬ 
terparts to worry about getting infected. 

The outbreak feeds into pre-existing 
concerns about the health care system. 
Democratic voters have for weeks named 
health care as a top issue of concern and 
that remained true in Arizona, Florida and 
Illinois. 

■ Poised for November. Biden is widely 
seen as the strongest contender against 
President Donald Trump. 

About 80% of voters in Arizona, Florida 
and Illinois think the former vice president 
could definitely or probably win the gen¬ 
eral election. Smaller majorities in each 
state — roughly 60% — have the same con¬ 
fidence in a Sanders victory. 


Changing remaining primaries 
to vote-by-mail is not so easy 










Thursday, March 19,2020 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 13 


NATION _ 

Ex-Calif, lawmaker sentenced to 11 months in prison 


By Julie Watson 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Former California Re¬ 
publican Rep. Duncan Hunter was sen¬ 
tenced Tuesday to 11 months in prison 
after pleading guilty to stealing campaign 
funds and spending the money on every¬ 
thing from outings with friends to his 
daughter’s birthday party. 

The ex-Marine’s attorneys had asked 
for most or part of his sentence be spent 
in home confinement, citing his military 
service fighting the wars in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan, and his nearly six terms in 
Congress. Hunter, 43, resigned from Con¬ 
gress in January after representing one of 
Southern California’s last solidly Republi¬ 
can districts. 


But U.S. District 
Court Judge Thomas 
J. Whelan said given 
the amount of money 
Hunter misspent and 
the number of years 
he carried out the 
pilfering, home con¬ 
finement was not an 
option. 

Prosecutors ahead 
of Tuesday’s sen¬ 
tencing submitted 87 
pages to the judge that showed a corrupt 
congressman who intentionally and re¬ 
peatedly stole from his campaign funds for 
a decade. 

“Today’s sentence reinforces the no¬ 
tion that the truth still matters, that facts 


still matter,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Phil 
Halpern said after the hearing. 

Hunter’s attorney, Devin Burstein, said 
the fact that Hunter was sentenced to less 
than a year instead of the 14 months pros¬ 
ecutors sought was because of his “years of 
service and dedication to our country." 

“Congressman Hunter is ready to put 
this behind him and to continue helping 
veterans in every way possible," Burstein 
wrote in an email to The Associated Press. 

Hunter and his wife, Margaret, who was 
his campaign manager, were accused in a 
60-count indictment of stealing more than 
$250,000 in campaign funds and trying to 
hide it on financial disclosure records, list¬ 
ing some personal expenses as contribu¬ 
tions to wounded warriors. 

The money bankrolled private school 


tuition for his children, his wife’s shopping 
sprees, weekend trips with his mistress 
and parties in Washington, according to 
the indictment. 

Each pleaded guilty to a single count in 
separate plea agreements last year, and 
each had faced up to five years in prison. 

Hunter asked the judge Tuesday to spare 
the mother of his three children jail time. 
She was not present Tuesday. He said he 
takes full responsibility. He showed little 
emotion as his father, former Rep. Duncan 
L. Hunter, sat behind him. 

Hunter was ordered to report May 29 to 
a prison in an undisclosed location in the 
western United States. The judge also or¬ 
dered Hunter to participate in a drug and 
alcohol program. He will be under super¬ 
vised release for three years. 



Idaho bill would ban transgenders from changing birth certificates 


Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho — Idaho legisla¬ 
tion banning transgender people 
from changing the sex listed on 
their birth certificates despite 
a federal court ruling declaring 
such a law unconstitutional was 
headed to the governor’s desk 
Tuesday, bringing the state clos¬ 
er to becoming one of less than 


a handful of states with such a 
restriction. 

The Senate voted 27-6 to ap¬ 
prove the measure that was over¬ 
whelmingly passed in the House 
last month. 

A federal judge in March 2018 
ruled that Idaho’s law barring 
transgender people from making 
the birth certificate change vio¬ 


lated the Equal Protection Clause 
of the U.S. Constitution. The judge 
scrapped the ban and warned 
against new rules. 

Some senators who backed the 
bill said the federal court was 
wrong and were willing to risk an 
expensive lawsuit that the Idaho 
attorney general’s office says 
could cost $1 million. 


“I think we all understand what 
the costs and what the risks are 
in making the decision to go for¬ 
ward,” said Republican Sen. Jim 
Rice. 

Backers said the legislation is 
needed because it’s important that 
Idaho has accurate birth records. 

Democratic Sen. Michelle 
Stennett said that only a tiny per¬ 


centage of the population seeks 
to change the sex listed on then- 
birth certificate. 

“Honestly, for such a small part 
of the population we are going to 
be so punitive,” she said. 

If it’s signed into law by Re¬ 
publican Gov. Brad Little, it will 
almost certainly be challenged in 
court. 
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At least 13 US journalists 
face expulsion from China 



Andy Wong/AP 


Journalists chat after a daily briefing by Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs office in 
Beijing on Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — At least 13 Ameri¬ 
can journalists stand to be ex¬ 
pelled from China in retaliation 
for a new limit imposed by the 
Trump administration on visas 
for Chinese state-owned media 
operating in the U.S. 

The Chinese government an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that Ameri¬ 
cans working at three mqjor U.S. 
newspapers would have to sur¬ 
render their press cards within 
10 days. They will all but certain¬ 
ly have to leave the country, as 
their visas are tied to their media 
credentials. 

The number of affected jour¬ 
nalists at the three papers — The 
New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal and The Washington Post 
— is at least 13 and could be high¬ 
er depending on how broadly the 
group is defined, said the Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club of China, 
or FCCC. 

It would be by far the largest 
expulsion of foreign journalists 


from China in recent memory. 

“There are no winners in the 
use of journalists as diplomatic 
pawns by the world’s two pre¬ 
eminent economic powers,” the 
FCCC said in a statement. 

The U.S. announced earlier 
this month that five state-con¬ 
trolled Chinese media outlets 
would be restricted to 100 visas, 
the de facto expelling of about 60 
journalists. It cited increasingly 
harsh surveillance, harassment 
and intimidation of American and 
other foreign journalists working 
in China. 

The Chinese outlets employ 
about 160 Chinese citizens in 
the U.S. and include the official 
Xinhua News Agency and China 
Global Television Network, the 
overseas arm of state broadcaster 
CCTV. 

The foreign ministry announce¬ 
ment said that American citizens 
working for the three newspapers 
with credentials expiring this 
year must surrender their press 
cards within 10 days. They will 


also be barred from working in 
the semi-autonomous territories 
of Hong Kong and Macao, the 
ministry said. 

Until this announcement, 
China had expelled nine foreign 
journalists since 2013, the FCCC 
said. 

The dramatic step, which 
shocked foreign journalists in 
China, is the latest retaliatory 
move in a series of disputes be¬ 
tween the two governments. 

They remain enmeshed in a 
tariff and trade war despite a re¬ 
cent truce and have traded angry 
words over the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic that first emerged in China 
and has spread worldwide. 

Chinese state media published 
editorials after the foreign min¬ 
istry announcement blaming the 
U.S. side. 

“The impact of the U.S. move 
will not be limited to the field of 
media, but will create negative 
overall effects and new uncer¬ 
tainties to the relationship,” the 
ruling Communist Party’s Peo¬ 


ple’s Daily newspaper said in an 
editorial. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
disputed the comparison between 
the U.S. and Chinese actions, tell¬ 
ing reporters in Washington that 
they enjoy press freedoms that 
don’t exist in China. 

“The individuals that we identi¬ 
fied ... were part of Chinese pro¬ 
paganda outlets,” he said. “We’ve 
identified these as foreign mis¬ 
sions under American law. These 
aren’t apples to apples, and I re¬ 


gret China’s decision today to fur¬ 
ther foreclose the world’s ability 
to conduct free press operations.” 

The People’s Daily editorial 
said Chinese reporters in Amer¬ 
ica have “always adhered to U.S. 
laws and regulations, journalis¬ 
tic ethics and the principles of 
objectivity, fairness, truth and 
accuracy.” 

Editors of all three American 
newspapers condemned the Chi¬ 
nese action. 


Watchdog: Israel’s West Bank settlements surged in 2019 



Ariel Schalit/AP 


The West Bank settlement of Ma’ale Efraim on the hills of the Jordan 
Valley is seen in February. 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israeli settle¬ 
ment activity in the West Bank 
surged ahead in 2019, a watch¬ 
dog group said in a report Tues¬ 
day, maintaining a rapid pace 
that has drawn strength from the 
friendly policies of the Trump 
administration. 

Peace Now, a monitoring group 
that opposes the settlements, said 
that Israel’s average annual con¬ 
struction rate has risen 25% since 
President Donald Trump took of¬ 
fice in 2017. 

Perhaps more significantly, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu’s government 
last year approved plans to build 
thousands of new homes, laying 
the groundwork for a sharp spike 
in construction in the coming 
years. That included an explosion 
in plans for new settlement proj¬ 
ects approved early this year. 

“In my opinion, they’re trying 
to take advantage of the window 


of opportunity that they have 
under the Trump administration, 
knowing that it might change in a 
few months,” said Hagit Ofran, a 
researcher for the group. “There 
was no such supportive adminis¬ 


tration for the settlements previ¬ 
ously, ever.” 

Most of the world considers the 
West Bank, captured by Israel in 
the 1967 Mideast war, to be occu¬ 
pied territory and Israeli settle¬ 


ments illegal obstacles to peace. 

In a break from his Republican 
and Democratic predecessors, 
Trump has taken a much softer 
line toward the settlements. Sur¬ 
rounded by a group of advisers 
with close ties to the settlement 
movement, Trump’s administra¬ 
tion declared last year that it did 
not consider the settlements to be 
illegal under international law. 
Then, in January, he unveiled a 
Mideast plan that envisions plac¬ 
ing large parts of the West Bank, 
including all of the settlements, 
under permanent Israeli control. 

The Palestinians, with wide in¬ 
ternational backing, seek all of the 
West Bank and east Jerusalem, 
also captured in 1967, as parts of 
a future independent state. 

With nearly 500,000 settlers 
now living in the West Bank, and 
over 220,000 more in east Jeru¬ 
salem, the Palestinians say the 
chances of establishing a state 
in those territories are quickly 
dwindling. They have rejected 


the Trump Mideast plan, saying 
it would extinguish any remain¬ 
ing hopes of independence. 

According to the Peace Now 
figures, Israel began construc¬ 
tion on 1,917 new homes in the 
West Bank last year. That marked 
a slight dip from 2,100 construc¬ 
tion starts in 2018. But overall, 
Israel has begun construction on 
an average of 2,267 homes per 
year since Trump took office, 
compared to an annual average 
of 1,807 units during the Obama 
administration. The construc¬ 
tion was scattered throughout the 
West Bank, including small settle¬ 
ments deep inside the territory. 

That new annual construction 
could house roughly an addition 
9,000 people per year in settle¬ 
ments, based on Peace Now’s 
estimate of four people per a 
household. 

Under Israeli law, settlements 
must go through several stages 
of bureaucratic planning before 
construction begins. 


Greek police use tear gas on migrants at border with Turkey 


Associated Press 

THESSALONIKI, Greece 
— Clashes broke out overnight 
on Greece’s border with Turkey 
early Wednesday, after about 
500 migrants attempted to break 
down a border fence and enter 
Greece. 

Greek police said they used 
tear gas to repel the push to break 
down the fence south of the Kas- 
tanies border crossing. They said 


Turkish authorities also fired 
tear gas at the Greek border. The 
clashes began at 2 a.m. and lasted 
for roughly two hours. 

An estimated 2,000 migrants 
are still camped out on the Greek- 
Turkish border, weeks after 
Turkey declared its borders to 
Europe open and encouraged mi¬ 
grants and refugees living in the 
country to try crossing into Euro¬ 
pean Union member Greece. 

Tens of thousands of people 


headed to the border despite 
Greece’s insistence that its east¬ 
ern border, which is also the 
EU’s external border, was shut. 
The move came after months 
of threats by Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan that he 
would open his borders and allow 
millions of refugees into Europe 
unless the EU provided more sup¬ 
port for refugee care in Turkey. 

The EU says it is adhering to 
a 2016 deal with Turkey under 


which it provides billions of euros 
in funds in return for Turkey car¬ 
ing for more than 3.5 million ref¬ 
ugees from neighboring Syria. 

The violence on the border 
came hours after Erdogan held a 
four-way video conference with 
the leaders of France, Germany 
and Britain to discuss the mi¬ 
grants crisis. 

A statement from Erdogan’s 
office said the four leaders also 
discussed ways of resolving the 


Syria conflict and providing hu¬ 
manitarian aid in Syria’s troubled 
Idlib province. It didn’t immedi¬ 
ately provide further details. 

Tuesday’s teleconference be¬ 
tween Erdogan, German Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel, French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
and British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson was arranged after the 
European leaders canceled plans 
to travel to Istanbul over the coro¬ 
navirus crisis. 
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00 YOU SUPPOSE OLDER 
PEOPLE RECOVER FROtA 
INJURIES MORE 
SLOWLY BECMJ5E 
THEY GET LESS 
SLEEP? 


WE ML KNOW SLEEP 15 IMPORTANT , 
AND STUDIES SHOW GEEZERS 
GET LESS SLEEP AND EVEN 
LESS QUALITY SLEEP AND 


IF HER RNEES 
WARE THAT NOISE 
WHEN SHE STANDS 
UP, THAT'S DATA, 
RIGHT? 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 








54 Myrna of movies 

55 Cozy rooms 

56 Conked out 

DOWN 

1 Stitched 

2 Frozen drink 
brand 

3 Outlet letters 

4 Protege 

5 Cold War initials 

6 Melancholy 

7 Epoch 

8 Israel’s Moshe 

9 Present time? 

10 And others (Lat.) 

11 Theater award 
16 Consume 

20 School 
support org. 

22 Frenzied 

23 Has 


24 Barbecue 
seasoning 

25 Lennon’s lady 

26 Armageddon 

27 New York’s 
— Field 

29 Not “dis” 

30 That woman 
35 Fun and games 
37 Stormed (in) 

39 Like the Capitol 

40 Fellow 

41 Two-way 
42— uncertain 

terms 

43 Overlook 

44 Not busy 

45 “The Lion 
King” lion 

46 Ogled 

49 Raw rock 

50 Otto — Bismarck 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Thailand, once 
5 Secondhand 
9 Wager 

12 Caesar’s 
“Behold!” 

13 Poet Teasdale 

14 “Am — blame?” 

15 Midweek 

17 Scooted 

18 Sweet drink 

19 In a proper way 

21 UFO pilot 

22 Calendar page 
24 Took the train 

27 Cornfield noise 

28 Tosses in 

31 Dos preceder 

32 Hostel 

33 Sound of relief 

34 Rude dude 

36 Poetic 
contraction 

37 Memory unit 

38 Army doc 

40 Bell or Barker 

41 ’70s club 
43 Leatherneck 

47 German 
conjunction 

48 When you might 
rent a van 

51 Literary 
collection 

52 Love god 

53 “Legally 
Blonde” role 

3-19 CRYPTOQUIP 

EM CFY’TW SFKEBFTEKX BQW 

KYSJWT FM DEBBEWL Z XYC 

QZL, E LYOOFLW CFY’TW 

DWWOEKX BZJJEWL FK QES. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT GUY OWNS 
SMALL HORSES AND IS UNWILLING TO SPEND 
MUCH MONEY ON THEM. WHAT A PONY-PINCHER. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals M 
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Hulu 


Kerry Washington, left, and Reese Witherspoon, right, star in Hulu’s adaptation of “Little Fires Everywhere,” the bestselling 2017 novel 
that explores the intricate relationship between mothers and children written by Celeste Ng, center. 


Hulu changed little Fires Everywhere.’ That’s exactly what Celeste Ng wanted 


By Yvonne Villarreal 

Los Angeles Times 

eleste Ng is walking inside her own 
imagination. At least it feels that 
way. 

The author of “Little Fires Ev¬ 
erywhere,” the bestselling 2017 novel that 
explores the intricate relationship between 
mothers and children, is wandering a sound- 
stage in West Hollywood for a glimpse of her 
book’s transformation into a Hulu limited 
series starring and executive produced by 
Reese Witherspoon and Kerry Washington. 

“I think of myself as being like this little 
intruder,” she whispers during a break from 
shooting in mid-July while walking back in 
time through the series’ re-created ’90s sub¬ 
urbia. “I don’t want to mess things up, but I 
also want to dissect everything.” 

The relationship between novelists and the 
Hollywood machine can often be fraught. 
There are countless stories of authors dis¬ 
pleased with how their work has been adapt¬ 
ed for the big and small screen, and plenty of 
authors with clout, such as J.K. Rowling and 
E.L. James, have fought for greater control to 
ensure their vision makes it to the screen. 

Not Ng. 

“My husband asked me part way through 
it all, like, ‘Are you feeling possessive of it?’ 
And honestly, I’m really not,” Ng says after 
scoping out some of the set’s interiors, me¬ 
ticulously crafted by production designer 
Jessica Render. “I wanted it to have space to 
be its own thing.” 

For the uninitiated: While the story is set 
in motion by an arson — and the question of 
why someone in a seemingly utopian small 
town would do such a thing — it’s the pains 
and contradictions of motherhood that pro¬ 
vide the drama. Witherspoon portrays Elena 
Richardson, the wealthy, perfectionist matri¬ 
arch of a family with four teenage children; 


Washington’s Mia Warren is a mysterious, 
bohemian artist and mother who lives with 
her teenage daughter in the Richardsons’ 
rental property in idyllic Shaker Heights, 
Ohio. 

The eight-episode series joined Hulu’s 
growing roster of literary adaptations, which 
includes “The Handmaid’s Tale” and “Look¬ 
ing for Alaska,” when the first three episodes 
premiered Wednesday. After that, new epi¬ 
sodes will drop weekly. 

“Little Fires Everywhere” debuts at a 


My husband asked me 
part way through it all, like, 
“Are you feeling possessive 
of it?” And honestly, I’m 
really not. I wanted it to 
have space to be its own 
thing. 9 

Celeste Ng 

author of “Little Fires Everywhere” 


complicated time. As the coronavirus has 
people self-quarantining, and Hollywood has 
been scrambling to adjust its film and TV 
release plans in response, there have been 
discussions at Hulu about whether to release 
the full season at once. As of now, there are 
no plans to change strategy. 

The show’s creator, Liz Tigelaar (“Casual,” 
“Bates Motel”), says she spoke at length with 
Ng about her vision for the series — including 
the tweaks and additions she wanted to make, 
like amplifying the arcs of the teen charac¬ 


ters and exploring the sexuality of Elena’s 
rebel daughter, Izzy (played by Megan Stott). 
Ng reviewed all the scripts, mostly giving 
notes on Shaker Heights, where she grew up, 
to make it feel more authentic. She also visit¬ 
ed the writers room while they were working 
on a flashback episode, bringing in her high 
school yearbook for inspiration. 

“We would ask her a million questions,” 
Tigelaar says. “And we didn’t feel hand¬ 
cuffed in any way. Everything that we did in 
honoring the book came from a place of just 
loving the book. Our creative process was 
never like, ‘Oh, well, we can’t do this because 
that would change something.’” 

“I really didn’t have any stipulations, be¬ 
cause I trusted them,” Ng says. “I talked to 
both Reese and Kerry, and later Liz. They 
told me what parts of the book spoke to them 
and the parts that really had stuck with them. 
Those were the parts that were most impor¬ 
tant to me too.” 

The story delves into class and race, par¬ 
ticularly when Mia helps a Chinese immi¬ 
grant coworker try to find the infant daughter 
she regrets giving up. And Washington’s 
casting as Mia pulled race deeper into the 
storytelling. 

“It’s interesting, because when people 
hear about the show, they’re super excited 
and then they’re like, ‘Who’s in it?,”’ Ng says. 
“And I tell them. You can see them having to 
mentally readjust. And I actually really like 
that little mental reset, where you can see 
them going, ‘That is not what I expected.’” 

For Ng, who leans on the metaphor that her 
song is being covered by another band, it’s 
what she wanted out of the process. 

“I didn’t want to just see exactly what I had 
in my mind when I wrote the book, because 
I can see that any time. I wanted to see how 
other people interpreted it.” 



Perry gets big win in 
‘Dark Horse’ dispute 

A federal judge in Los Angeles 
handed a major victory to Katy 
Perry on Tuesday, overturning a 
jury’s verdict that found the pop 
superstar and her collaborators 
copied her 2013 hit “Dark Horse” 
from a 2009 Christian rap song. 

U.S. District Judge Christina A. 
Snyder said in her decision that 
the disputed section of the rap 
song, “Joyful Noise” by rapper 
Marcus Gray was not distinctive 
enough to be protected by copy¬ 
right as the jury found. 

“It is undisputed in this case, 
even viewing the evidence in the 
light most favorable to plaintiffs, 
that the signature elements of 
the eight-note ostinato in ‘Joyful 
Noise’ is not a particularly unique 
or rare combination,” Snyder 
wrote in her decision. 

The plaintiffs plan to appeal. 

The jury in August had award¬ 
ed Gray and his co-writers $2.78 
million from Perry and her song¬ 
writing partners, Dr. Luke, Max 
Martin and Circuit. 

Perry, who testified at trial 
and jokingly offered to perform 
the song live when the record¬ 
ing had technical difficulties, had 
been personally ordered to pay 
$550,000. 

Stones postpone tour 
due to pandemic 

The Rolling Stones have joined 
the long list of musical acts post¬ 
poning or canceling concerts due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. The 
band announced Tuesday that it 
is pushing back the 15 concerts 
on the upcoming North American 
leg of the “No Filter” tour. 

The Stones had been slated to 
begin the tour on May 8 in San 
Diego and perform through July 
19 in Atlanta. Rescheduled tour 
dates have not been announced. 

Also on Tuesday: 

■ Netflix postponed its Netflix 
Is A Joke Fest due to concerns 
over the pandemic. The comedy 
festival, which was scheduled to 
run April 27 to May 3 at more 
than 20 Los Angeles venues, was 
to have featured several top come¬ 
dians, including Dave Chappelle, 
David Letterman, Amy Schumer 
and Ali Wong, culminating in a 
hall-of-fame homage to a quar¬ 
tet of late comedy luminaries: 
George Carlin, Richard Pryor, 
Joan Rivers and Robin Williams. 
No makeup date was announced. 

Other news 

■ Maggie Griffin, the mother 
of comedian Kathy Griffin, who 
inspired many of the jokes in her 
famous daughter’s standup rou¬ 
tines, has died at age 99. 

■ Stuart Whitman, the TV and 
film actor whose screen credits 
included roles between the 1950s 
and 2000, among them “The Co- 
mancheros” and “The Mark,” 
died Monday at his home in Mon- 
tecito, Calif., after complications 
from skin cancer. He was 92. 

■ Lyle Waggoner, who used 
his good looks to comic effect on 
“The Carol Burnett Show,” part¬ 
nered with a superhero on “Won¬ 
der Woman” and was the first 
centerfold for Playgirl magazine 
died Tuesday. He was 84. 

From wire reports 
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Judge resigns after 
driving without license 

NY ALBANY — An up- 
Iri I state New York judge 
resigned after it was revealed 
that he had been driving without 
a license for the last eight years. 

Douglas Gardner agreed to 
never again hold judicial of¬ 
fice after his blatant disregard 
for the New York’s driving laws 
were brought to light, the state 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
announced. 

Gardner, who served on the 
bench since January 2011 in Ful¬ 
ton and Herkimer counties, re¬ 
signed from office Feb. 12. 

The commission, a watchdog 
organization that imposes dis¬ 
cipline on judges who engage in 
misconduct, laid out a series of 
charges against Gardner, includ¬ 
ing mishandling of court funds 
resulting in a deficit of nearly 
$1,300 as well as operating a 
vehicle without a valid driver’s 
license. 

AG: Gambler caught 
cheating at casino 

IWIA SPRINGFIELD — 
lvl^% Authorities charged 
a man with cheating a Massachu¬ 
setts casino out of $30,000 by dis¬ 
tracting poker dealers, the state 
attorney general’s office said. 

Daniel Ruiz, 38, of Holyoke, was 
indicted by a Hampden County 
grand jury on charges of larceny 
and cheating or swindling, the of¬ 
fice of Attorney General Maura 
Healey announced. 

Ruiz went to the MGM Spring- 
field casino several times over 
about three weeks in January and 
February where he played the 
four-card poker tables, Healey’s 
office said. He devised a scheme 
to distract dealers in order to dis¬ 
creetly bump up his wagers when 
he determined he had a winning 
hand, authorities said. 

Archaeologists: Donation 
could be a century old 

|y fk RALEIGH — North 
iri Carolina’s Office of 
State Archaeology received a do¬ 
nated piece of driftwood that was 
collected by a beachgoer decades 
ago and could date back to the Civil 
War-era, according to experts. 

Someone brought the piece of 
timber to the agency, the archae¬ 
ology office said in a Facebook 
post. Photos showed a thin, curved 
piece of weathered wood more 
than several feet long with mul¬ 
tiple holes and markings. 

It had been collected by the 
donor’s friend more than 40 years 
ago, according to the post. Exam¬ 
iners determined the holes and 
other signs of wearing along the 
timber suggested it was part of 
a ship that “had a long working 
life” and could have been used as 
early as the 19th century, officials 
wrote. 

Return of cash sought 
after funeral theft 

m POCATELLO — Idaho 
authorities asked the 
public for help finding money and 
handwritten cards stolen from a 
funeral at The Church of Jesus 



Greg Lehman, Walla Walla (Wash.) Union-Bulletin/AP 


Jump shot 

Zak Barker takes a break from playing basketball with his son Dave, 2, to jump rope with his daughter 
Lily, 10, at their home in Walla Walla, Wash., on Monday, while his wife, Joni, watches. 


Christ of Latter-day Saints build¬ 
ing in the city of Preston. 

A viewing was March 6 and the 
funeral was held March 7 for Jeff 
Green, 55, who died in late Feb¬ 
ruary following a six-year battle 
with cancer, the Idaho State Jour¬ 
nal reported. 

Someone during the viewing 
and funeral stole a substantial 
amount of money donated to the 
family and dozens of handwrit¬ 
ten cards, his son Hayden Green, 
said. The cards were inscribed 
with memories the family planned 
to share with Jeff Green’s 4-year- 
old daughter. 

The Preston Police Depart¬ 
ment asked anyone who noticed 
or saw anything to contact the 
department. 


Mountain lion that 
attacked 2 had rabies 

LOVELAND — A 
mountain lion that at¬ 
tacked a person and bit a sheriff’s 
deputy who was responding to 
help tested positive for rabies. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife of¬ 
ficials said both bite victims have 
been notified, and Larimer Coun¬ 
ty’s health department is manag¬ 
ing the response. 

A man and a delivery driver 
were talking outside a home near 
an RV park along the Big Thomp¬ 
son River west of Loveland when 
the 91-pound male mountain lion 
attacked. A responding deputy 
also was attacked, prompting of¬ 
ficers to kill the mountain lion. 


Kid friendly computer 
coming to library 


Kl U ROCHESTER 
Iri — A library in New 
Hampshire is rolling out what 
it describes as a kid-friendly 
computer. 

The director of the Rochester 
library, Brian Sylvester, said that 
it added an AWE Learning station 
so that youngsters can improve 
their reading skills. The Early 
Literacy Station is designed for 
children between the ages of 2 
and 8 and features more than 
4,000 learning activities. The 
system allows children to beef up 
their math, science, nature, social 
studies, geography, reading, art 
and music skills. 


THE CENSUS 

$144K 

The amount the University of Kansas 
will pay to settle an age discrimination 
lawsuit. The suit, filed in 2014 by the 
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity, 
alleges that the University of Kansas 
Medical Center’s associate vice chan¬ 
cellor for information resources advised 
managers in that department to favor 
recruiting and hiring younger people, 
particularly millennials. After a desk 
supervisor in the unit, Jeffrey Thomas, 
reported his concern, the vice chancel¬ 
lor reorganized the department to elimi¬ 
nate Thomas’ position, the EEOC said. 


The library also offers AWE 
Learning’s Afterschool Edge 
programming, which is geared 
to children ages 6-12 and offers 
homework help. 

AWE Learning is a maker of 
educational computer games and 
equipment for children. 

Man recovering after 
coyote attack 

Jk ^ SUN CITY — A south- 
ern Arizona man was 
recovering after authorities say a 
coyote bit him in the leg. 

The Arizona Daily Star report¬ 
ed the Sun City man was attacked 
while he was working on a bike or 
motorcycle in his garage. 

Arizona Game and Fish De¬ 
partment spokesman Mark Hart 
says the department is looking for 
a coyote with a hairless tail, likely 
caused by mange. 

Hart says the victim is in the 
Oro Valley Hospital being treated 
for rabies as a precaution. 

No further information was 
available. 

This is the third coyote-related 
episode in the Tucson area since 
Feb. 13. 

World sailing race to 
stop in US in 2022 

m NEWPORT — An 
around-the-world sailing 
race is once again making its only 
North American stop in Rhode 
Island. 

The Ocean Race announced 
that the Newport stop in the 
spring of 2022 will be one of 10 
stops during the eight-month, 
38,000 nautical-mile race, which 
begins in Alicante, Spain, in Oc¬ 
tober 2021 and finishes in Genoa, 
Italy, in June 2022. 

Sail Newport will organize the 
event. 

“This is the pinnacle event of 
the sport of ocean racing,” Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Brad Read said. 
“These athletes are spending 24 
hours a day for weeks on end tran¬ 
siting oceans in storms and calms 
and as a community we have the 
privilege of welcoming them to 
the only stop in North America.” 

The stopover generates mil¬ 
lions of dollars for the state’s 
economy. An economic impact 
report showed that the 2015 stop¬ 
over generated an estimated $47.7 
million. 

From wire reports 
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By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

PAWLEYS ISLAND, S.C. 
n odd thing happened last Sunday. 
A friend was visiting and invited 
me to join her for church — not 
in a physical house of worship 
but streamed via Zoom from her pastor in 
Arlington, Va. 

Churches around the state are suspend¬ 
ing services, and the Rev. David Hanke 
of Restoration Anglican Church was 
road-testing Zoom with congregants who 
wanted to worship virtually. Jody and I 
sat side-by-side, possibly in our pjs, while 
Hanke fidgeted with various audio and vi¬ 
sual gadgets. Fellow parishioners — some 
solo, some couples, others families — came 
into focus in a “Hollywood Squares” grid 
along one side of the screen. 

Most were casually dressed, as was 
Hanke, who was seated in his office. At 
one count, more than 100 had joined the 
service, which meant that at least 200 
would have been seated in the pews on a 
pre-coronavirus Sunday. Zoom, which I 
hadn’t experienced previously, made pos¬ 
sible what the virus had made impossible 
— the gathering of community in common 
prayer and worship. At one point, some at¬ 
tempted to sing a hymn a cappella. Let’s 
just say, the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s 
Prayer were smoother. 

More novel than the virtual service was 
the experience of joining a friend of 20 
years in prayer. Our more-natural bonding 
experiences have revolved over the years 
around journalism and, in the sole interest 
of anthropological research, shopping. For 
just a moment, I wasn’t sure which pitch 
and volume I should seek. But something 
happened that was both personal and inti¬ 
mate — and yet of all one thing. 


T he $8.3 billion spending bill that 
President Donald Trump signed 
last week to address the corona- 
virus crisis contains a provision 
that could be costly: When a vaccine for 
the virus becomes available, the law says, 
the government can spend no more than 
a “fair and reasonable” price for it. But it 
does not require the drugmaker to accept 
such a payment. 

The law includes a pricing mecha¬ 
nism, but it relies in part on comparisons 
with other vaccine prices, and these vary 
widely: Medicare reimburses about $56 
for Sanofi’s influenza vaccine, $500 per 
course for Merck’s human papilloma vac¬ 
cine, and $5,000 per injection for Amgen’s 
melanoma vaccine. 

Inevitably, then, when an effective, des¬ 
perately needed vaccine is ready, we can 
expect a pricing standoff. To avoid this, the 
government should buy vaccines now, even 
before they’re invented. This would guar¬ 
antee a good price for the government, and 
it would benefit drugmakers by ensuring a 
market for their products. 

Our government routinely procures 
items that are not yet designed and built. 
Engines for fighter jets are purchased 
when they are sketches on paper, as are 
federal office buildings. Vaccines needed 
for the developing world are sometimes 
pre-purchased through advanced market 


I’ve often said that 
America needs a common 
enemy to make us come 
together — to solve 
the riddle of partisan 
gridlock and to become 
one, united nation again. 
Perhaps, COVID-19 is 
that foe. 


Perhaps this is why so many people at¬ 
tend a house of worship regularly. Or, 
perhaps, the threat of a life-threatening 
disease opens us up to the possibility of 
grace. As Americans and people around 
the world seek answers during this strang¬ 
est of times, I suspect millions of others 
will seek spiritual solace along with the 
medical tests that may foretell each indi¬ 
vidual’s degree of suffering or reprieve. 

In the meantime, social-distancing and 
self-quarantine these next couple of weeks 
(or longer) offer opportunities we might 
not otherwise have had. I was struck by 
Hanke’s plea that we embrace the slow- 
ing-down. Some people may feel lonely as 
they ride out the virus in isolation; others 
may feel crowded by large families or ram¬ 
bunctious children. 

But many will also have a chance to 
enjoy that rarest of pleasures — or perhaps 
torments — free time. The 17th-century 
philosopher Blaise Pascal said that all of 
humanity’s problems stem from man’s in¬ 
ability to sit alone in a room. On normal 
days, for many of us, it’s off to the races 
preceded by a rude and ruthless alarm. 
There are stocks to trade, newspapers to 


commitments. In all cases the contracts 
specify minimum requirements for the ul¬ 
timate product. 

It’s easy to imagine the profile for a 
COVID-19 vaccine. First, it would need 
to be effective enough to curtail spread. 
Early vaccines rarely work on everyone, 
but even modest effectiveness would pro¬ 
vide large benefits to public health. And 
while the immunity conferred by a vaccine 
can wane, what’s needed most immediate¬ 
ly is near-term protection. Expected side 
effects should be rare, and monitoring for 
severe ones should be required. 

We would also need this vaccine to be 
produced at population scale within a year. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the National In¬ 
stitute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
has said this is a scientifically achievable 
timeline. Production, distribution, out¬ 
reach and delivery would all be part of a 
staged contract. 

Using these specifications, the govern¬ 
ment would solicit bids, and each respond¬ 
ing vaccine developer would propose the 
price it would charge for developing and 
delivering a vaccine, either alone or with 
partners. Because any one vaccine is un¬ 
likely to be perfect or perfectly supplied, 
we should select three or more winners. 

The alternative is to wait for the U.S. 
pharmaceutical industry to develop a vac¬ 
cine on its own, relying on existing market 
mechanisms to protect against the usual 
risks of drug development. The first of these 
is the risk inherent in investing money and 
time on a drug that may turn out not to be 


publish, movies to direct, businesses to 
run, children to educate, invalids to feed 
and, yes, wars to wage. So accustomed are 
we to the weird virtue of multitasking that 
the notion of sitting alone in a room can be 
more angst-inducing than a multitude of 
alternatives. 

Now, suddenly, there’s time to think — to 
read, write, paint, build, create. Time for 
long walks, time to pay attention to the ar¬ 
rival of spring and time to listen. Grace, 
they say, comes to those who listen. Of 
course, so much time will drive some peo¬ 
ple crazy, so it really is a challenge as well 
as an opportunity. Binge-watching movies 
is also an option, don’t get me wrong. As 
a highly functional obsessive-compulsive, 
I’ve already reorganized my refrigerator 
to within an inch of its life and am plotting 
other projects that will leave no molecule 
unturned. 

Who knows what will come of all this? 
When Shakespeare was quarantined dur¬ 
ing the plague, he wrote “King Lear.” The 
only book I ever wrote was while I had a 
broken leg, a lesser contribution to the 
arts, I concede. Perhaps I’ll write another 
— or at least long letters to friends I never 
meant to set aside. 

I’ve often said that America needs a com¬ 
mon enemy to make us come together — to 
solve the riddle of partisan gridlock and to 
become one, united nation again. Perhaps, 
COVID-19 is that foe. Hanke closed out 
his sermon by reminding us that it doesn’t 
matter whether we are lined up in pews or 
piled on a sofa with a gaggle of giggly chil¬ 
dren waving to their Sunday School pals on 
a computer. 

What matters, in good times as well as 
bad, is people and community. It has taken 
a terrible virus to at least remind us of 
this eternal truth. Surely, there is grace in 
that. 


effective. Vaccine science mitigates this 
threat. The Coalition for Epidemic Pre¬ 
paredness Innovations has already devel¬ 
oped eight promising vaccine candidates 
against COVID-19. And 25 companies are 
ready to work on a vaccine. 

The second uncertainty is whether there 
will turn out to be a market for the products 
that drugmakers create. The government 
contract approach we propose mitigates 
that possibility. 

Both of us know from experience the 
problems that arise when unaffordability 
keeps an essential medical treatment out 
of reach. We helped develop the subscrip¬ 
tion model that Louisiana and the state of 
Washington use to finance expensive drugs 
to treat hepatitis C: The states pay a flat fee 
in return for as many courses of treatment 
as they need. 

The federal government could follow a 
similar “Netflix financing” model to pay 
a single price to vaccinate the population 
against the coronavirus. 

We don’t know how much such a con¬ 
tract will cost. But asking for bids will 
lead companies to put forward their best 
prices. The winners will make money (in¬ 
cluding by selling their vaccines overseas) 
while showing off their scientific prowess 
and the important role they play in public 
health. And the federal government can 
make sure everyone in the U.S. is protect¬ 
ed against COVID-19. 

Peter B. Bach, a physician, directs the Drug 
Pricing Lab at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York. Mark Trusheim is a visiting 
scientist at the MIT Sloan School of Management. 



US should buy these vaccines before they exist 

By Peter B. Bach 
and Mark Trusheim 

Bloomberg Opinion 











Thursday, March 19,2020 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 19 
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‘We overreacted,’ people will say. Don’t listen. 



By Alex Long 
Special to The Washington Post 

A s I spent hours trying to figure 
out the most cost-efficient way to 
cancel flights, hotels and events 
scheduled for the next three 
weeks and commiserating with friends and 
colleagues who were doing the same, the 
word “overreacting,” or that notion, came 
up again and again in relation to the novel 
coronavirus. As in: “I would hate to lose all 
this money for nothing” or, “If there isn’t a 
spike in transmission in [insert any loca¬ 
tion here] I’ll regret not going” or, “I can’t 
help but feel we are overreacting here — I 
still have to live my life!” 

President John F. Kennedy said in a 
State of the Union address that “the time 
to repair the roof is when the sun is shin¬ 
ing.” He was referring to recession-proof¬ 
ing measures, but the analogy serves to 
communicate the need for all preparation. 
What if, however, after this preparation to 
slow the advance of the pandemic, there 
is less spread and fewer deaths than were 
forecast? Does that mean it was for noth¬ 
ing? That it was an “overreaction”? Many 
Americans, burdened by sacrifices large 
and small, may be persuaded by cynics 
to see it that way. But what this scenario 
will really mean is that all the drastic mea¬ 
sures, all the discomfort, actually worked. 
An absence of the worst would mean the 
presence of success. 

To the everyday citizen, this is vexing, 
especially for those hurting from the over¬ 
whelming sacrifice forced on them. When 
extreme measures are taken, the public 
has come to expect extreme outcomes — 
or some overwhelming clarity that all the 
caution and controlled chaos was worth it. 

On one hand, in a promising note, my 
private social media has been flooded by 


once epidemiologically illiterate people en¬ 
couraging their friends and family to help 
flatten the curve. The curve here refers to 
a graph, provided by the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention, depicting the 
effects of delaying an outbreak. Through 
measures such as social distancing, we 
have the chance to lower the number of 
cases and space out transmission to make 
it easier for our health care system to al¬ 
locate the beds, medicine and other vital 
resources needed during a pandemic. My 
professional social media, too, has been 
flooded with talk of flattening the curve. 

On the other hand, there has been a quiet 
undertone to the tweets and articles from 
the global health experts I follow and trust. 
That is: If this works — social distancing, 
dismissing students, suspending crowded 
events, compelling people not to travel, 
shutting bars and restaurants — people 
will say that public health officials, re¬ 
searchers and health care workers overre¬ 
acted. What sometimes then follows these 
tweets are statements like “and that’s OK,” 
or something similarly complacent. 

Let me, a nonpublic-health official, say 
that it is not OK. 

Right now, the United States is in a scary 
place. A place that could be protected from 
the worst if we come together as a society 
and treat every personal interaction with 
more care than usual, if our collective effort 
flattens the curve. After the curve is flat¬ 
tened, however, and the worst projections 
fail to materialize, skeptics will character¬ 
ize those canceled flights and suspended 
games as a result of a misguided algorithm 
or frantic scientists, and they will ascribe 
motives to the professionals we trust for 
their supposed misinformation, citing po¬ 
litical gains or economic fluctuations. Pub¬ 
lic health analysts, workers and officials 


know this, and if they do everything right, 
no one will know the tragedy they were 
saved from — because it never happened. 
Or, to extend Kennedy’s analogy, it never 
rained — here at least. 

We can shift the narrative and see the 
potential mitigation of caseloads as a uni¬ 
fying success rather than a nefarious mis¬ 
calculation. That is work you and I can do; 
it should not be incumbent on the profes¬ 
sionals to convince us. 

So yes, socially distance yourself, work 
from home, help those most vulnerable 
in your community, pitch in to assist your 
friends and family who are in jobs that 
make it mind-bendingly difficult or impos¬ 
sible to telework, especially those with chil¬ 
dren barred from school. Find innovative 


ways to support small businesses who will 
be greatly affected by this crisis. If you are 
a business leader, education administrator 
or someone in a place of power, thought¬ 
fully institute directives based on the sci¬ 
ence, human rights and needs of the people 
you lead. But also, when and if the time 
comes, don’t let the rhetoric about overre¬ 
action slide. It sows distrust in the systems 
that function on something so intangible 
as trust. For now, focus on flattening the 
curve. For later, focus on articulating what 
we can only hope will be the success of that 
effort. 

Alex Long is a program associate in the Science 
and Technology Innovation Program at the Wilson 
Center and a junior policy fellow at the University 
of Cambridge’s Centre for Science and Policy. 


Virus triggers an ‘existential’ moment for Europe 


The recent, highly symbolic Chinese shipments of 
medical supplies to a desperate Italy seemed to 
underscore the helplessness of the continent. 


By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 

I t’s not Brexit, nor an imploding euro 
zone, nor caravans of desperate mi¬ 
grants. Rather, the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic may pose the biggest challenge 
to European unity — and the European 
model — in decades. On Tuesday, the 
leaders of the 26 European countries in 
the Schengen zone, which enables border¬ 
less, free movement within much of the 
European Union, agreed to temporarily 
close their borders to non-EU nationals as 
the bloc’s governments struggled to handle 
the outbreak in their midst. 

Already within Europe, national govern¬ 
ments have set up barriers where there 
were none, halting travelers and blocking 
medical supplies from going to other coun¬ 
tries. EU leaders on Tuesday insisted that 
they would guarantee free circulation of 
goods across the zone, even as people be¬ 
come ensnared in lockdowns and travel 
bans. 

The continent is now at the heart of the 
pandemic, with infections still spiking. In 
its worst-affected country, Italy, the total 
number of confirmed cases rose Tuesday 
to over 31,000, an increase of more than 
3,500 from the day before. Authorities 
also reported 345 new deaths, bringing the 
death toll to above 2,500. 

The severity of the moment is appar¬ 
ent. Parisians fled the French capital to 
country abodes more conducive to social 
distancing after President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron declared Monday that his nation was 
in wartime mode. “It is of course a sani¬ 


tary war,” Macron said. “We are not fight¬ 
ing against an army, or another nation. But 
the enemy is here. It is invisible, elusive 
and it is progressing. And this requires our 
general mobilization.” 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
sounded a similar note after announcing a 
domestic and international travel ban and 
the shuttering of bars, theaters, museums 
and other nonessential shops. “These are 
measures that have never been seen before 
in our country,” Merkel said, adding later 
that “we haven’t seen a similar situation in 
the 70 years existence of the Federal Re¬ 
public of Germany.” 

But these proclamations belie a fraying 
sense of unity and common purpose. In¬ 
deed, in the past weeks, far-right populists 
in Western Europe and illiberal dema¬ 
gogues in the continent’s east have groused 
about the bloc’s inability to either to stave 
off the crisis or help its more imperiled 
member states. With barriers coming up, 
some analysts already see a lasting legacy. 

“The coronavirus could... become a tool 
in Europe’s wider, and gloomier, political 
battle over migration,” wrote Pawel Zerka 
of the European Council on Foreign Re¬ 
lations. “The epidemic has bolstered the 
cause of those who have long opposed refu¬ 
gees — most of them the same parties and 


politicians who advocate for strict border 
controls. But if the public debate plays up 
the perceived link between the virus, bor¬ 
ders, and migrants, this will come danger¬ 
ously close to arguments about national 
purity and racial superiority.” 

Then there’s the question of how Europe 
relates to the rest of the world. The re¬ 
cent, highly symbolic Chinese shipments 
of medical supplies — as well as the ar¬ 
rival of Chinese medical experts — to a 
desperate Italy seemed to underscore the 
helplessness of the continent. “We asked 
for supplies of medical equipment, and the 
European Commission forwarded the ap¬ 
peal to the member states,” Maurizio Mas- 
sari, Italy’s permanent representative to 
the European Union, told Foreign Policy. 
“But it didn’t work.” 

Many politicians are taking note. “Just 
outside EU borders, Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic reacted bitterly to news 
that the EU this weekend imposed a bloc¬ 
wide export ban on equipment such as 
masks and gowns to protect medical work¬ 
ers,” reported my Washington Post col¬ 
league Michael Birnbaum. “The restriction 
is intended to help jump-start countries in¬ 
side the EU to come to one another’s assis¬ 
tance, but it left neighbors in the lurch.” 

“International solidarity does not exist. 


European solidarity does not exist,” Vucic 
said. “The only country that can help us is 
China.” 

In Brussels, officials are hoping this 
week’s meetings and efforts will be the 
start of a more assertive response. This in¬ 
cludes preliminary discussions about joint 
risk-sharing and issuing of debt to cope 
with the toll of the crisis. 

“As EU governments unleash unprec¬ 
edented amounts of fiscal stimulus to 
keep their companies alive through the 
lockdown, leaders are trying to work out 
how they can finance the sudden burst of 
spending without reviving the market tur¬ 
bulence that threatened to tear their cur¬ 
rency union apart less than a decade ago,” 
reported Bloomberg News. 

But as each country slumps into a na¬ 
tional lockdown, that sense of continental 
support may be fleeting. “In a recent video 
message, Ursula von der Leyen, president 
of the European Commission, tried to show 
her solidarity with Italy, saying in hesitant 
Italian, ‘We are all Italians,”’ noted the At¬ 
lantic’s Rachel Donadio. “She didn’t sound 
so convincing.” 

“For the EU, this is really an existential 
threat,” Stefano Stefanini, a former Italian 
diplomat who now works as a security con¬ 
sultant in Brussels, told The Washington 
Post. “If the EU is seen as not having done 
enough, or not having cared enough, or not 
having been up to the challenge, people 
will double down on the question of what 
is the EU for.” 

Ishaan Tharoor writes about foreign affairs for 
The Washington Post. 
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Deals 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

Major League Baseball 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned C 
Zack Collins to Charlotte (IL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Option C Jake Rog¬ 
ers to Toledo (IL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Announced 
tendered one-year contracts to K Zane 
Gonzalez and OL Justin Murray. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Placed tender 
on RB Brian Hill. Released RB Devonta 
Freeman, CB Desmond Trufant, OT Ty 
Sambrailo and TE Luke Stocker. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Released LB Leon¬ 
ard Floyd. 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Re-signed WR 
Amari Cooper to a five-year contract. As¬ 
signed franchise tag to QB Dak Prescott. 
Re-signed TE Blake Jarwin to a three- 
year contract. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Traded FB Andy 
Janovich to Cleveland for 2021 seventh- 
round pick. 

DETROIT LIONS - Released S AJ How¬ 
ard and QB Kyle Sloter. Released LB Dev¬ 
on Kennard. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Placed tender 
on WR Jake Kumerow, DT Tyler Lancaster, 
DB Chandon Sullivan, TE Robert Tonyan 
and WR Allen Lazard. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Released 
TE Geoff Swaim. Placed tender on ' " 
Keelan Cole. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - An¬ 
nounced tendered contracts to DE Isaac 
Rochell and OT Trent Scott. Placed a sec¬ 
ond-round tender on CB Michael Davis. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Placed ten¬ 
der on S Anthony Harris. Announced 
tendered one-year contract to LB Eric 
Wilson. Agreed to terms with P Britton 
Colquitt and FB C.J. Ham. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Agreed to 
terms with QB Nate Sudfeld on a or~ 
year contract. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Placed LB 
Ryan Shazier on the reserve list. Placed 
tender on CB Mike Hilton and OL Matt 
Feiler. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Announced 
tendered one-year contracts to WR Ken¬ 
drick Bourne and RB Matt Breida. 



AP 


Scottish actor Gerard Butler poses as a 
torchbearer Friday during the Olympic 
torch relay in the southern Greek town 
of Sparta. Greece’s Olympic committee 
suspended the rest of its torch relay 
for the Tokyo Games due to the 
“unexpectedly large crowd” that gathered 
to watch despite repeated requests for 
the public to stay away to prevent the 
spread of the new coronavirus. 


Gymnastics test canceled 

TOKYO — Tokyo Olympic organizers on 
Wednesday said a test event in gymnastics set for 
April 4-5 has been canceled. 

Organizers say the Japan Gymnastics Associa¬ 
tion called off the Artistic Gymnastics All-Around 
World Cup, which was also being organized by 
FIG, the world governing body of the sport. 

Tokyo 2020 officials say they will attempt to 
carry out an “operational test” on the same date. 
It is unclear if athletes will be included. 

Tokyo organizers have 15 test events remaining 
to conduct, with the final one ending on May 6. 
Few are likely to be carried out as scheduled, and 
the presence of non-Japanese athletes is almost 
certain not to occur. 

Despite the coronavirus pandemic, Tokyo orga¬ 
nizers and the IOC have repeatedly said the Olym¬ 
pics will open as scheduled on July 24. In a local 
poll, 70% of Japanese said they believe the games 
will not open as scheduled. 

The Olympic torch is set to arrive in Japan on 
Friday on a flight from Greece. The official start 
of the four-month relay around Japan begins 
on March 26 in the northeastern prefecture of 
Fukushima. 

Organizers are asking for a reduction in crowds 
along the torch route. If crowds are too large they 
could stop that leg, but organizers say they are 
determined to run the entire route until its end on 
July 24 at the new national stadium. 

— Associated Press 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

Almost any athlete will concede that get¬ 
ting picked for an Olympic team is as much of 
a challenge as competing for one. 

The IOC acknowledged on Tuesday just how 
frazzling the whole process could be this year, 
and a few leaders from the athlete community 
weighed in on how the uncertainty is plaguing 
them, as well. 

While pushing forward for its planned July 
24 start for the Tokyo Games, the IOC out¬ 
lined how the invitations might be sorted out 
if the dozens of Olympic trials and qualifiers 
slated for this spring and summer around the 
globe get canceled or postponed due to the 
coronavirus. 

There are still around 4,700 out of nearly 
11,000 Olympic spots to be decided with four 
months remaining until opening night. And 
though the IOC insists its still too early to 
make “drastic decisions” about the Games 
themselves, it put out a communique acknowl¬ 
edging that there might need to be contingen¬ 
cy plans for picking teams. 

“Currently ... the athletes face significant 
challenges around securing the final qualifi¬ 
cation places for the Games,” the IOC said in 
its statement. “In some countries, athletes are 
even finding it hard to continue their regular 
training schedules.” 

That’s not a good thing, according to a few 
high-profile athletes who spoke out on social 
media, suggesting they were getting differing 
messages from their countries (lay low) and 
the IOC (keep preparing). 

“We’re trying to follow information with how 
to continue safely whilst reducing the risk to 
everyone around us and the information of the 
IOC and the local government are at odds with 
one another,” said Britain’s world champion 
heptathlete, Katarina Johnson-Thompson. 

Canadian Olympic hockey and softball star 


Haley Wickenheiser called the IOC’s deci¬ 
sion to keep pushing forward “insensitive and 
irresponsible.” 

“The uncertainty of not knowing ... where 
you’re going to train tomorrow, as facilities 
close and qualification events are canceled 


all over the world, would be terrible if you’re 
training your whole life for this,” she said. 

Though 57% of the Olympic spots have been 
decided, virtually none of them come from 
the Olympics’ three headliner sports: track, 
swimming and gymnastics. 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

x-Toronto 46 18 .719 - 

x-Boston 43 21 .672 3 

Philadelphia 39 26 .600 714 

Brooklyn 30 34 .469 16 

New York 21 45 .318 26 

Southeast Division 

Miami 41 24 .631 - 

Orlando 30 35 .462 11 

Washington 24 40 .375 16V4 

Charlotte 23 42 .354 18 

Atlanta 20 47 .299 22 

Central Division 

x-Milwaukee 53 12 .815 

Indiana 
Chicago 


26 .600 14 

22 43 .338 31 

20 46 .303 33V4 

19 46 .292 -• 


Detroit 
Cleveland 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 40 24 .625 - 

Dallas 40 27 .597 1V4 

Memphis 32 33 .492 8V4 

New Orleans 28 36 .438 12 

San Antonio 27 36 .429 1214 

Northwest Division 

Denver 43 22 .662 - 

Utah 41 23 .641 114 

Oklahoma City 40 24 .625 214 

Portland 29 37 .439 14V4 

Minnesota 19 45 .297 2314 

Pacific Division 

x-L.A. Lakers 49 14 .778 - 

L.A. Clippers 44 20 .688 514 

Sacramento 28 36 .438 2114 

Phoenix 26 39 .400 24 

Golden State 15 50 .231 35 

All games postponed at least until 
mid-May. 


AP sportlight 


March 19 

1950 — Babe Didrikson Zaharias 
shoots a record 298 and beats Clair 
Doran by eight strokes to capture the 
U.S. Women’s Open. 

1950 — The Rochester Royals close 
out the season with their 15th consecu¬ 
tive win, 97-66 over the Baltimore Bullets, 
setting an NBA record for the most con¬ 
secutive wins at the end of a season. 


Kadena, Kubasaki play 4 games in 3 sports 



Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes 


Kadena’s Nolan Taylor dribbles the ball upfield between Kubasaki 
defenders during Wednesday’s game at Camp Foster, Okinawa. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Strong at bat, fleet of foot, 
Matt Steele already had two hits 
and stole three bases for Kadena. 
But it was his glove and arm that 
helped the Panthers close the 
door on a season-opening base¬ 
ball victory on Wednesday. 

Steele caught a fly ball and 
threw to home plate to nail a bas- 
erunner, completing a bang-bang 
double play in the bottom of the 
ninth that boosted Kadena to a 
season-opening 10-7 extra-inning 
victory over host Kubasaki. 

The game was one of four 
played between Kadena and 
Kubasaki’s soccer, baseball and 
softball teams while many sports 
have been shut down by the out¬ 
break of the coronavirus. 

DODEA Pacific officials left it 
up to the region’s school districts 
to determine if it’s safe and feasi¬ 
ble to stage competitions, accord¬ 
ing to DODEA Okinawa district 
superintendent Jimmy Journey. 

DODEA Korea schools have 
remained shuttered since Feb. 
26 with no practices, tryouts or 
games. DODEA Japan schools 
have stayed open and practices 
have been permitted, but no 
games are scheduled through 


the end of March. DODEA Guam 
schools are closed until further 
notice. On Wednesday, DODEA 
Europe canceled the rest of its 
spring season. 

DODEA Okinawa schools re¬ 
main open. Games between Ku¬ 


basaki and Kadena are permitted 
as long as they’re played on base, 
Journey said. Such games don’t 
always involve bus transporta¬ 
tion, “and outdoors, it’s more 
healthy and you don’t have as 
close contact,” he said. 


Kubasaki’s softball team used 
24 walks in routing Kadena 27-4 
over two innings on Tuesday at 
Kadena Air Base’s Ryukyu Mid¬ 
dle School field. On Kubasaki’s 
Mike Petty Stadium soccer pitch, 
Kubasaki’s boys blanked Kade¬ 
na 3-0 while the Panthers girls 
downed the Dragons 4-1. 

Coaches and players expressed 
relief and happiness that at least 
they were playing. 

“I thought they were going to 
cancel the season,” said Kubasaki 
boys soccer player Kai Croghan, 
who scored twice in Wednesday’s 
match. “Just stepping on to the 
field to play soccer was a really 
exciting experience for me.” 

“We’re very fortunate that 
we’re still having spring sports,” 
said Kadena soccer midfielder 
Reina Callahan, who had two 
goals and an assist against the 
Dragons. 

Keeping players engaged and 
motivated has been “challeng¬ 
ing,” Kadena girls soccer coach 
Tony Washington said. 

“We’ve been trying different 
things, developing new goals week 
to week to keep them motivated,” 
he said. “The girls were glad to 
get the one game in, at least.” 

ornauer.dave@stri pes.com 
Twitter @daveornauer 
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Spring season is off 

DODEA Europe makes ‘heartbreaking’ call on schedule 



Elise Amendola/AP 


A sign outside Hammond Stadium reads “spring training suspended” after a game was 
canceled between the Minnesota Twins and the Baltimore Orioles in Fort Myers, Fla. 

Future: Minor Leaguers are left hanging 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

DODEA Europe has canceled the spring 
sports season in response to the coronavi- 
rus, athletic director Kathy Clemmons an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 

“In light of recent guidance from 
DODEA Force Protection at Headquar¬ 
ters, the decision has been made to cancel 
the 2020 spring sports season,” Clemmons 
wrote in an email distributed to coaches 
and athletic directors. “This is highly dis¬ 
appointing to all of us and will be heart¬ 
breaking for our student/athletes.” 

The decision comes after weeks of incre¬ 
mental cancellations to the spring season, 
which was originally scheduled to start the 
weekend of March 14 with boys and girls 
soccer. The first wave of cancellations af¬ 
fected Italy, the European country first 
drastically impacted by the coronavirus. 
Soon after games through March 21, in¬ 
cluding the first weekend of baseball and 
softball, were scrapped. 

On Tuesday, Clemmons sent an email 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Four Brooklyn Nets 
players, including Kevin Durant, have 
tested positive for the new coronavirus, 
bringing the total to seven known players 
in the NBA. 

The Nets did not name the players Tues¬ 
day, but Durant told The Athletic he was 
one of them, saying: “Everyone be care¬ 
ful, take care of yourself and quarantine. 
We’re going to get through this.” 

The Nets announced that one player 
is exhibiting symptoms, while the other 
three are asymptomatic. All four players 
have been isolated and are under the care 
of team physicians. 

“The health of our players and staff is 
of the highest priority to the organization 
and the team is doing everything within its 
power to ensure that those affected receive 
the best care possible,” the Nets said in a 
statement. 

Brooklyn’s most recent game was March 
10 in Los Angeles against the Lakers. After 
the Nets announced their test results, the 
Lakers — who have two of the game’s big¬ 
gest stars in LeBron James and Anthony 
Davis — indicated that their team will now 
be tested. 

“Given the exposure risks from our 
game against the Nets on March 10th, we 
are following the next steps of our COVID- 
19 procedures and protocol that are estab¬ 
lished in consultation with various health 
officials, the NBA and our UCLA Health 
doctors,” the Lakers said. 

The Nets said that all players and mem¬ 
bers of their travel party are being asked to 
remain isolated and closely monitor their 
health, but the team’s ability to get testing 
that has been unavailable to so many oth¬ 
ers drew criticism from New York Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. 

“We wish them a speedy recovery. But, 
with all due respect, an entire NBA team 
should NOT get tested for COVID-19 while 
there are critically ill patients waiting to be 


to sports staff across DODEA Europe 
that games and meets were canceled 
through spring break, thereby canceling 
the planned March 28 opening weekend 
of track and field, and said the organiza¬ 
tion would revisit the issue on April 13, the 
scheduled return date from spring break. 

In that same email, Clemmons encour¬ 
aged coaches and athletic directors to keep 
communication open with student-athletes 
with the hope that practices and games 
would eventually resume. 

While Wednesday’s announcement elim¬ 
inated that possibility, Clemmons again 
urged school-level staff to be available to 
the many kids affected by the decision. 

“Please be prepared, as athletic direc¬ 
tors and coaches, to offer support as many 
of our student/athletes, especially seniors, 
will have a difficult time processing this 
turn of events,” Clemmons said in Wednes¬ 
day’s message. “All decisions are made 
with the health of our students, staff and 
communities in mind.” 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


tested,” de Blasio wrote on Twitter. “Tests 
should not be for the wealthy, but for the 
sick.” 

NBA spokesman Mike Bass later said 
that public health officials and team physi¬ 
cians had concerns that players — because 
of their direct contact with each other and 
interactions with the general public — 
“could accelerate the spread of the virus.” 

The NBA’s hope is that the platform its 
players have will raise awareness on the 
topic of taking precautions seriously. Sev¬ 
eral NBA players have taped messages in 
recent days on the topic; Portland’s Pau 
Gasol, for example, released one Tuesday 
thanking first responders for their work on 
the front lines of the crisis. 

“Hopefully, by these players choosing 
to make their test results public, they have 
drawn attention to the critical need for 
young people to follow CDC recommenda¬ 
tions in order to protect others, particular¬ 
ly those with underlying health conditions 
and the elderly,” Bass said. 

It is unknown how many teams have 
been tested. 

Besides the four Nets, Utah’s Rudy Gob- 
ert and Donovan Mitchell and Detroit’s 
Christian Wood are the other NBA players 
who have tested positive. 

An unidentified Ottawa Senator is the 
first NHL player to test positive. 

The Senators said the player has mild 
symptoms, is in isolation and that they 
were notifying anyone who had close con¬ 
tact with him. 

Ottawa players, coaches and others have 
been advised to remain isolated, monitor 
their health and seek advice from team 
medical staff. It was not immediately clear 
if any others around the team had been 
tested, and the NHL is not mandating that. 

The Senators’ final three games before 
the season was suspended were all in Cali¬ 
fornia: in San Jose on March 7, Anaheim 
on March 10 and Los Angeles against the 
Kings on March 11. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“We will be pretending this is just the off¬ 
season,” one player recalled being told by 
a team official in a meeting Friday, when 
he was informed he must leave. All minor 
leaguers who spoke to The Associated 
Press for this story did so on the condition 
of anonymity due to concerns that teams 
might punish them for speaking publicly. 

That player had been at a camp in Flor¬ 
ida and spoke to the AP on Sunday while 
driving to a friend’s place in Texas — he’s 
from the West Coast and didn’t want to take 
his car across the entire country. 

He has about $800 in his bank account, 
no second job lined up and no idea how he’ll 
make ends meet until spring camps re-open 
— and he has no idea when that will be. 

“How are you supposed to get a job when 
you don’t know when you’re coming back?” 
he said. “And that’s without this whole out¬ 
break situation. Because of the COVID-19 
deal, most people are working from home, 
and they’re not hiring, they’re cutting 
hours.” 

That player said he followed the lead of 
Oakland minor league pitcher Peter Bayer 
and signed up for a food-delivery job, but he 
was unsure how much work that would pro¬ 
vide. Bayer tweeted Thursday night about 
his new part-time gig. 

“Who knows what’s going to happen with 
the MILB/pay,” he wrote. “So I decided to 
start driving with Door Dash tonight. $62 
in 3 hours... not too bad.” 

Filing for unemployment isn’t an option 
either, since players are under contract by 
major league teams and are thus ineligible 
for those benefits. 

MLB left it up to individual teams to 
determine how best to handle their minor 
leaguers amid the outbreak. 

New York Yankees general manager 
Brian Cashman said the team’s minor 
league complex has been shut through 
March 25 and some minor league play¬ 
ers and personnel had been quarantined. 
He said both the major league and minor 
league complexes were undergoing thor¬ 
ough cleanings. Two of the team’s minor 
leaguers tested positive for the virus. 

Brewers executive David Stearns said 
Sunday the club sent nearly all minor 
league players home but made exceptions 
for a few who didn’t feel safe returning to 
their home countries. He said those “play¬ 
ers will remain here and we’re working 
through what the next couple of weeks will 
look like for them.” 

Texas Rangers president of baseball op¬ 
erations Jon Daniels said about 20-30 play¬ 
ers — primarily from Venezuela — had 
been allowed to remain at the team’s com¬ 


plex in Surprise, Ariz., due to travel restric¬ 
tions and will be fed by the team. 

The Detroit Tigers and Boston Red Sox 
also said they hoped to let minor leaguers 
stay in camp if they preferred. 

“This may be the best option for them,” 
Red Sox executive Chaim Bloom said Fri¬ 
day. “And we want to make sure that is a 
good option.” 

Most clubs weren’t so generous. 

Phoenix Sky Harbor airport was teem¬ 
ing with minor league players Friday night. 
Around 8:30 p.m., the check-in line at the 
American Airlines counter included play¬ 
ers from the Padres, Dodgers, Indians, the 
entire South African baseball team and 
even Hall of Famer Ivan Rodriguez. Teams 
did pay for players’ airfare when appli¬ 
cable, although many players drive to and 
from spring training so they have their car 
for the season. 

One player at a spring complex in Florida 
was told Friday he must leave, even though 
he was hesitant to return home because 
his father works in a nursing home and he 
has family members who are at-risk for the 
virus. 

He is staying at a teammate’s house in 
Florida. The team said it would continue 
to provide per diem through March 25, but 
he’s unsure what happens after that. 

“The past couple days haven’t really felt 
like anything,” he said. “It’s a numb experi¬ 
ence that I can’t really put the words to.” 

During Monday’s call with the various 
clubs, Baseball Commissioner Rob Man¬ 
fred discussed the status of ongoing op¬ 
erations at each of their Spring Training 
facilities, emphasizing that there should be 
“no organized activities” at those complex¬ 
es. Even for the teams permitting players 
to train at team complexes, it’s unclear if 
that arrangement will last. 

Players who spoke to the AP for this story 
said there are other ways MLB teams can 
help, most notably by continuing to provide 
meal money and the salaries players would 
have made beginning opening day April 9. 

Until then, many are seeking aid else¬ 
where. More Than Baseball, a nonprofit 
support group for minor leaguers, has been 
operating an online fundraiser, and some 
players have signed up with the @adopt- 
milbplayer Twitter account to find individ¬ 
ual fan sponsors. 

It’s more than the player driving to Texas 
is expecting from his major league club. 

“The way they’ve handled this has been 
really upsetting,” he said. “You have a 
national emergency and you’re not going 
above and beyond for your players, and 
that’s just awful to me.” 

AP baseball writer Noah Trister and freelancer 
Andrew Wagner contributed to this report. 


Durant among Nets with 
virus; NHL has first case 
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David Grunfeld, The Times-Picayune/AP 


The Carolina Panthers have worked out a deal with Teddy Bridgewater to replace quarterback Cam 
Newton. A person familiar with the deal says Bridgewater accepted a three-year, $63 million contract 
after winning all five of his starts for New Orleans last season. 

AP source: Panthers will replace 
Newton with Saints’ Bridgewater 


By Steve Reed 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The Panthers have found 
a replacement for Cam Newton — and it didn’t take 
long. 

The Panthers have agreed to a three-year, $63 
million contract with free agent quarterback Teddy 
Bridgewater, a person familiar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press. 

The deal couldn’t be announced until Wednesday. 

The Panthers announced earlier Tuesday they 
were parting ways with Newton. 

The 27-year-old Bridgewater started five games 
last season for the Saints, going 5-0 while complet¬ 
ing 68% of his passes with nine touchdowns and two 
interceptions. He has spent the last two seasons in 
New Orleans after four with the Vikings. 

Bridgewater worked one season in New Orleans 
with Joe Brady, who is now Carolina’s offensive 
coordinator. 

Carolina general manager Marty Hurney said 
Tuesday via Twitter the team is giving the 31-year- 
old Newtown permission to seek a trade — although 
the former league MVP responded by saying he 
never requested one. 

“Every year difficult decisions are made and they 


are never easy,” Hurney said. “We have been work¬ 
ing with Cam and his agent to find the best fit for 
him moving forward and he will always be a Caro¬ 
lina Panther in our hearts.” 

Newton was quick to respond to the Panthers on 
social media, saying he didn’t ask for a trade. 

“Stop the word play!!” Newton tweeted. “I never 
asked for it!! There is no dodging this one; I love the 
Panthers to death and will always love you guys!! 
Please do not try and play me or manipulate the nar¬ 
rative and act like I wanted this: You forced me into 
this.” 

Newton has battled shoulder and foot injuries the 
last two seasons and lost his last eight starts for the 
Panthers. 

Newton made the Pro Bowl three times and was 
the NFL’s MVP in 2015 when he led the Panthers 
to the Super Bowl. He holds most of the franchise’s 
passing records and has run for more touchdowns 
than any QB in league history. 

But health questions have swirled around New¬ 
ton. He is coming off a Lisfranc fracture in his left 
foot and there is still concern over his recovery 
from shoulder surgery prior to the 2019 season. The 
Panthers can also save $19 million under the 2020 
salary cap if they trade or release Newton. 


Report: Brady 
will sign with 
Bucs for $30M 


By Mark Maske 
and Cindy Boren 

The Washington Post 

Tom Brady, who transformed 
himself from an NFL Draft after¬ 
thought into an all-time quarter- 
backing great during two dynastic 
decades with the New England 
Patriots, announced Tuesday that 
he would be leaving the team. 

He wasted no time finding his 
next NFL home. Brady was set to 
sign with the Tampa Bay Bucca¬ 
neers, with a person familiar with 
the negotiations saying Tuesday 
evening it was “looking promis¬ 
ing” that Brady would complete 
a deal with that team worth at 
least $30 million per season. That 
person later said an agreement 
“essentially” was in place. The 
signing could not be official until 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. Eastern 
time, when the NFL’s free-agent 
market officially opened. 

Brady, 42, said via social media 
Tuesday morning he would make 
his exit from New England after 
teaming with Patriots Coach Bill 
Belichick for six Super Bowl vic¬ 
tories. He wrote on Twitter that 
“it is time for me to open a new 
stage for my life and career.” 

He added that he didn’t know 
what his “football future holds.” 
Brady, a free agent for the first 
time, suggested he would con¬ 
tinue playing rather than retire, 
saying his “football journey will 
take place elsewhere.” 

The Buccaneers and Los An¬ 
geles Chargers were believed 
to have made contract offers to 
Brady worth $30 million per 
season or more, according to a 
person with knowledge of the de¬ 
liberations. But Brady apparently 
wanted to keep his family on the 
East Coast, and the Chargers 
were said by early Tuesday eve¬ 
ning to have resigned themselves 
to losing the bidding. The Bucca¬ 
neers were thought to be selling 
Brady on the prospect of play¬ 
ing for their well-regarded head 
coach, Bruce Arians. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and Los Angeles Chargers were 
believed to have made contract 
offers to Brady worth $30 million 
per season or more, according to 
a person with knowledge of the 
deliberations. 

SOURCE: The Washington Post 

Brady faces a potentially dif¬ 
ficult transition, changing teams 
for the first time in the NFL dur¬ 
ing an offseason in which normal 
routines have been interrupted 
by coronavirus-related issues. 
The league has postponed teams’ 
offseason workouts indefinitely, 
potentially affecting Brady’s abil¬ 
ity to adapt to Arians’ offense and 
to his new teammates. 

The Patriots’ owner, Robert 
Kraft, said he met Monday night 
with Brady at the quarterback’s 
behest. That meeting took place 
at Kraft’s home, he said Tuesday. 

“I got a contact from Tommy 
last night, and he told me that he 
wanted to see me,” Kraft said. “I 
was hoping we could do a deal. 
He came over. We had an ami¬ 
able, loving conversation. He told 
me that he wanted to move on. I 
had given him that freedom. He 
earned that over 20 years and all 
that he has done. I figured he de¬ 
served that.” 

Brady worked out a contract 
extension with the Patriots last 
offseason. 

“It was a very good discussion,” 
Kraft said. “I love him like a son. 
I’m very sad. I wish it were right 
for him to stay here. I’ve known 
him for half his life. I told him 
that. I watched him come here as 
a kid with peach fuzz, and he told 
me that he’d be the best decision I 
ever made. I think he just wanted 
to move on.” 

Kraft said he did not believe 
Brady’s decision to leave the 
Patriots was based on financial 
considerations. 


Kansas finishes No. 1 in final AP poll, followed by Gonzaga 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan. —Kansas coach Bill 
Self has spent much of the past week mull¬ 
ing ways to commemorate one of the more 
remarkable seasons in the school’s proud 
basketball history, one that began with 
off-the-court distractions too numerous to 
count and ended in the unprecedented can¬ 
cellation of the NCAA Tournament. 

The Jayhawks can start by celebrating 


their finish atop the final Top 25 from The 
Associated Press. 

The regular-season Big 12 champions, 
who were 28-3 when the season abruptly 
ended after the first day of the conference 
tournament last week, received 63 of 65 
first-place votes from a national media 
panel in balloting released Wednesday. 
That easily outdistanced No. 2 Gonzaga 
and No. 3 Dayton, each of which received 
a first-place vote. 

“Nobody in America had a better sea¬ 


son than we did,” Self said. “How do you 
give credit to that effort and have it be 
recognized? And I don’t know exactly how 
we do it. Do we do it within our own fan 
base? Do we do it within podcasts or what¬ 
not? Whatever we’ve come up with so far 
pales in comparison to the accolades they 
deserve.” 

It’s the fourth time since the inception 
of the men’s poll for the 1946-47 season 
that Kansas finished on top, though typi¬ 
cally there would still be March Madness 


to play. The AP does not declare a nation¬ 
al champion in the sport because of the 
tournament. 

The final rankings were based on play 
through March 11, when the outbreak 
of the coronavirus brought the sport to a 
halt. 

The Jayhawks claim five national cham¬ 
pionships, the most recent in 2008 after 
they beat Memphis in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment title game. 
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Brady lands in Tampa 

Report: Six-time Super Bowl winner 
joining Bucs for $30 million » nfl, Page 23 


BASEBALL 


Facing an uncertain future 


Minor leaguers sent scrambling by closed spring camps 


By Jake Seiner 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX 

F or most, the news was delivered 
via text message or email. 

“All minor league players and 
staff will be sent home over the 
next 24-48 hours. This is not to be repeated, 
but for your information to start prepar¬ 
ing,” the Colorado Rockies said. 

“Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
are closing our facility and suspending 
spring training,” the Milwaukee Brewers 
wrote. “Players that are currently rehab- 
bing should remain in Phoenix. All others 


should make plans to travel home as soon as 
tomorrow, Saturday 3/14.” 

“We encourage everyone to go home until 
further notice,” the Chicago White Sox said. 
“If it is unsafe for you to travel, or there may 
be challenges in a return to the US, you may 
remain here, but this must be discussed and 
cleared by the organization.” 

Those communications, sent to players 
Friday and obtained by The Associated 
Press, left minor leaguers at spring train¬ 
ing camps in Florida and Arizona scram¬ 
bling. Most were told to go home, including 
players from Venezuela, the Dominican 
Republic and other countries, despite con¬ 


cerns they might have trouble getting back 
into the U.S. 

Baseball players are only paid in-season 

— which does not include spring training 

— and the minimum yearly salary at Class 
A was only $5,800 last season. In lieu of 
paychecks, many minor leaguers depend 
on team complexes for housing, meals and 
workout facilities during spring camp. Most 
also get a per diem of $100-200 per week. 

For most players, that all disappeared 
when Major League Baseball suspended 
spring training on Friday. 

SEE FUTURE ON PAGE 22 


TO OUR READERS 


As the sports world pauses to join the rest of the world in fighting the coronavirus pandemic, you will 
see fewer sports stories in Stars and Stripes. We look forward to resuming our normal coverage when 
the leagues and governing bodies determine it is safe for athletes and fans to return to competition. 




















